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Cypher/OTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO.1g 


FROM PARIS TO FORSIGN OFFIC! 


Mr, Duff Cooper. 
No.850 De10.17 peme 21st August, 1947 


91ist August, 1947 Re 8645 Pete Zlst August, 1947 


A de 


IMPORTANT 
TOP SECRET 
LIGHT 


In the course of conversation today iiinister for 
Foreign Affairs referred tc the case of the illegal Jewish 
immigrants. I had recently written to hin a letter in 
fairly strong teras, and had sent him extracts from the 
captured @iary of one of the immigrants which proved the 
assistance they had received from the French authorities. 
ue. Bidault said that he wes not prepared in any way to 
defend or excuse the action of the French Governaent. But 
what, he asked me, did I want him to do about it? It did 
not seen to him a suitable subject for a ministerial crisis, 


which could only precipitate the end of the present Government 


by a few weeks. He said that the Prime liinister himself was 
tired and had said to him recently "you and your friends 

have been loyal to the peint of folly, whereas ay friends 
(meaning the Socialist Party) have been disloyal to the point 
of treason". The recent Socialist conference had shown how 
strong was the oppesition to il. Ramadier in his own party. 
The Government would last over the holidays, but would not 
survive the month of October. I asked hiw what would succeed 
ite He said "A fighting Gevernaent ef the Right” (un 
geuvernenent de combat), and that he himself weuld prebably 
be. Prime Minister, in which case he would have te give up the 
Foreign iiinistry. I suggested that he might remain idinis ter 
fer Fereign Affairs as M. Blum did, and have an under-secretar} 
He agreed, but asked whom he could appeint te the pest. I 
suggested M. Schneiter, whe had held it before. He said 

that he was a very goed man but net big eneugh for the jeb. 


29. If HM. Bidault’s pregnestications are cerrect, 
it means thst the next Government will have te face a 
formidable eppesitien from the combined Secialist and 
Communist Parties. 


S$. iM. Bidault asked me about the reperts concerning 
the resignation ef the British Prime Minister, and I said 
that se far aS I waS aware there was ne truth in these 


rugours. He also asked me whether you were thinking ef coming} 


eut here te clese the Marshall Cenference. I said that I 


/ 


Paes 


had net (repeat net) heard that you were. He said that pe 


he in any case would be away, as he must have a holiday. 
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23 AUG P< eis 

Creech Jones has sent me a copy of his letter to 

you of the 14th August about the Jews from the 

“PRESIDENT WARFIELD" who are now on board the three 

transports lying off Port de Bouc. TI agree with him 


that we must take an early decision on what to do with 
these ships and their passengers, 


fF :22uasafay 


We shall run into serious difficulties with the 
crews of the transports if we keep them much longer at 
Port de Bouc and in any event it is most important that 
they should return as soon as possible to their station 
in the Eastern Mediterranean so as to be available for 
any further influx of illegal inmigrants, 


It now looks as if Germany is the only possible 
destination for the Jews from the "PRESIDENT WARFIEL D" 
and in that event it is desirable that they should be 
told without further delay where they will be taken if 
they still decline to disembark at Port de Bouc. The 
three transports are capable of undertaking the voyage 
to Gemany, but in the most favourable circumstances it 
will be several weeks before they complete the voyage, 
disembark their passengers and are back in Palestinian 
waters. I would, therefore, strongly support 
Creech Jones' plea for an early decision, 
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I am sending copies of this letter to Alexander, 
Bellenger, Chuter Ede and Hall. 


Yours sincerely, 


Fm 


The Rt~Hon, Ermest Bevin, M.P. 


_ Registry 
No. 
, FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Top-Secnet. S.W. Le 


prs august, 1947. 


Confidential. 


In the Secretary of State's absence I am ; 
writing to you in reply to Mr Barnes‘ letter 7 
Cony hay iJ" ; 
to Mr Bevin of August 19th . ecessity | 
for taking a decision about an alternative | 
destination for the Jewish illegal immigrants 
now lying off Port de Bouc in three British 
transports. | | 


FROM 3: 
The Private ®% LI understand that the competent Depart- 


Secretarye | | 
ments of the Foreign Office and the Colonial. 


p- :9Duasafay 


Office have been in close touch with your 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Ministry on this subject and that the latter 
have been kept informed of the decision to 
send these Jews to the British Zone in 

har Meo Ken Whey 
Germany, 6 supeesved timing for an. 
announcement and for. the withdrawal of the 


transports from Port de Bouc. 
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\ I am sending copies of this letter to 


the Private Secretaries at the Ministry of 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Defence, the War Office, the Home Office and 


the Admiralty. 
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3148 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


OUT FILE 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.1., 
Zist August, i947. 


Dear Private Secretary, 


In the Secretary of State's absence I am 
writing to you in reply to ir. Barnes' letter 
to Mr. Bevin of August 19th emphasising the 
necessity for taking a decision about an alter- 
native destination for the Jewish illegal immi- 
grants now lying off Port de Boue in three 
British transporte. 


I underetand that the competent Departments 
of the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office 
have been in close touch with your Ministry on 
this subject and that the latter have been kept 
informed of the decision to send these Jews to 
the British Zone in Germany. They have also been 
informed of the suggeeted timing for an announce=- 
ment and for the withdrawal of the transports from 

Fort de Boue. 

I am emding copies of this letter to the 
Private Secretaries at the Ministry of Defence, the 
War Office, the Home Office and the Admiralty. 


Yours sincerely, 
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The Private Secretary, 
Ministry of Transpart. 
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In the middle of July the British Navy 
ntercepted in Palestinian waters one moFe D 5X ED 


fof the many vessels which have sought 
and Jewish emigrants illegally in that 


country. Unlike thousands. of earlier' 


comers, these unhappy passengers, innum-' 


: ber 4,554, were sent not to Cyprus to! 


await their. tivn for legal entry into 


Palestine, but back to France, whence they’ 


had sailed. At the end of the month they: 
arrived off Port-de-Bouc; near “Marseilles, 
in three British transports to which the 
authorities had transferred them from 
their tramp, the ss. President Warfield.| 


7 Some warning of their arrival had reached 


the French authorities, and French offi- 
cials boarded the three vessels to invite’ 
‘the emigrants to land in France. The invi-: 
‘tation was not couched in terms giving 
ithem any positive incentive to disembark, 
and was refused. In the three weeks of. 
their stay at Port de Bouc, as a statement 
‘by the Foreign Office records, only about | 
‘130 of the passengers have disembarked. 
The British Government have now, 
decided that the three transports shall sail 
to-day for the British zone of Germany, ' 
‘bearing with them any who have still 
‘refused to disembark. Except for Cyprus, 


| there is nowhere else the emigrants can be. 


‘housed and fed on British territory, and 
Cyprus is already packed with those who. 
‘have tried to shoulder their way to the 
‘head of the queue. It is important to 
‘understand exactly why this decision is! 
‘necessary. Sympathy may be felt for 
‘Jews who have voyaged with infinite diffi- 
culty across Europe and the Mediterranean. 
‘only to find themselves turned back on the’ 
'very coast of the promised land; quite 
Other sentiments will be entertained for 
those who have impelled and organized. 
this painful and haphazard emigration. 
Their game is abundantly clear, and is 
made clearer still by the frenzied threats 
of riot and revenge thrown out by agents 
‘of Jewish terrorism sheltering in Paris 
under the pompous and absurd title of a; 
““ Hebrew liberation committee.” Deter- | 
mined at whatever cost in the suffering of 


| others to exploit the bitter situation ip: 
‘Palestine and embarrass the British 


\Government, these organizers have 
\deliberately encouraged large numbers of 
iJews from many parts of Europe to try 
‘to evade the law and enter Palestine in 
spite of the quota. They.have had no 
‘scruples in the use of bribery and corrup- 
tion, and few for the safety and well-being 
of the emigrants. Ships they have 
chartered may founder or leak, food may: 
go short, disease may break out; nothing’ 
matters but that the emigrants should be 
sent to certain interception by British 
‘patrols. It goes without saying that this 
‘attempt at moral blackmail has failed and 
lwill continue to fail: The reiterated 
‘refusal of the Jewish Agency to use its 
‘influence in persuading the emigrants at 
| Port de Bouc to land in France is evidence 
‘of weakness and irresponsibility deeply to 


ibe regretted. Britain has upheld the 


‘Jewish cause with the constancy and 
‘courage of a good conscience, and people 
in Britain will rejoice when conditions 
‘now beyond their control allow the Jews 
‘of Europe to go in greater numbers to 
‘Palestine. Meanwhile they will resist a 


gmanoeuvre to make political capital, 


‘whether by terror or by any other method, ' 
from the wretchedness of those who have’ 


{already suffered far too much. 


ALTERNATIVE TO 
DEBARCATION 


DECISION TO-DAY 
of ° * 
| The Foreign Office issued the following 
iStatement yesterday :— | 
| On July 18 4,554 Jews were intercepted on. 
iboard the President Warfield in an attempt’ to’ 
‘enter Palestine. illegally. In accordance with. 
‘established international procedure and with; 
the prior concurrence of the French Govern-; 
ment, they were returned to France, where they, 
had obtained forged documents and whence} 
their ship had sailed without permission. The 
three British transports carrying the Jewish. 
‘illegal immigrants arrived off Port de Bouc on’ 
July. 29 and French officials went on board to 
ioffer the passengers hospitality in France. 
Under the influence of : persistent Zionist 
threats and. propaganda, the French Govern- 
ent’s offer was rejected. In.spite of this offer 
and of the. official British announcement that 
in no circumstances would any of the illegal 
immigrants be taken to Cyprus or Palestine, 
lonly about 130 of the passengers have disem-, 
barked during the three weeks of their stay; 
at Port de Bouc. 
| It is clearly impossible to leave the_three, 
‘British transports indefinitely in French 
waters, and it has therefore been decided that, 
unless the Jews begin to disembark before! 
16 p.m. B.S.T., August 22, the ships will sail for. 
the British zone of Germany, where their pas-: 
sengers will be immediately disembarked. ‘This: 
is the only territory under British jurisdiction’ 
outside Cyprus where such a large number of 
people can be adequately housed and fed at 
short notice. ; 
His Majesty’s Government are satisfied ‘that; 
the Jewish Agency have sufficient influence to 
persuade the illegal immigrants to land in 
France. They consider that, if the Jewish 
Agency really have the interests of these illegal | 
immigrants at heart, they should be prepared | 
to send a representative, for whose journey his; 
Majesty’s Government would offer every; 
facility within their power, to Port de Bouc in; 
order to make a last appeal to reason. 


POLICY RESTATED 


In view of the wide publicity which this 
case has recently received and the frequent 
misrepresentations of British policy in this f 
‘Matter, it may be well to re-emphasize the; 
‘following facts: Pending a decision by the} 
United Nations on the future of Palestine his 
Majesty’s Government are responsible not only : 
for’ the maintenance of law and order in that’ 


‘country, but also for ensuring that nothing 
iis done to prejudice the eventual decision of. 


the United Nations. Immigration policy is of; 
cardinal importance to the Palestine problem, | 
and his Majesty’s Government would have no; 


| justification in the present interim period for} 
laltering the existing Jewish immigrant quota | 
of 1,500 a month. The organizers of the, 
lillegal immigrant traffic are trying to exceed’ 


i'this quota with the object of upsetting thé, 
balance of population in the country, and are\ 
‘thereby aggravating an already tense and deli-. 
‘cate situation which has led to bloodshed | 
-between Arabs and Jews. His Majesty’s 

: Government are resolutely determined to com- 
bat the illegal immigrant traffic by every means | 

‘at their disposal. The transfer of illegal immi- 


grants to Cyprus has only encouraged the 


organizers of the traffic, and his Majesty’s 
‘Government have therefore exercised in the 
‘case of the President Warfield their undoubted 


right to return illegal immigrants to the country 
where they embarked for Palestine. 
Since the French Government had offered 


‘to readmit all these Jews to France, none of 
‘them is obliged to proceed to Germany un- 


~ 
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‘less of his own choice he declines the French 
‘offer. Meanwhile there are several thousand 
Jews in Germany to-day who would by now 
‘have been legally admitted to Palestine if they 
ihad not been pushed aside by the stream of 
i illegal immigrants. a 
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THE SHIPS 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT {4:4}! 


PARIS, Aug, 21 
There were no incidents on board.the three 
ships off Port de Bouc when the British consul 
- = mie {Lead Out the announcement of the British Gov-. 
ernment’s“decision and the French Govern-, 
~dment’s renewed offer dt 11  o’clock this: 
morning. In the Ocean Vigour alone the pas- 
sengers decided to: hold a vote. It was in 
favour of remaining on board. 


Cutting dated. ©... 8.2 BUI EE 


OPPORTUNITY AS DISPLACED, ¢ 
PERSONS jNOSAE 


FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
JERUSALEM, Avs. 21 


If the Jews at Port de Bouc choose to go to} 
Germany they will be placed in camps where, 
‘after examination by security officials, they! — 
may become eligible for admission to Britain. 
as displaced persons seeking employment. 
Two armed men, believed to be Arabs, seized’ 
a case containing £10,000 in cash from three 
ié€mployees of the Ottoman Bank at Haifa to- 
day as they were going downstairs in the bank’s 
; temporary premises. .They left in a car, later 
‘found to have been stolen, and were chased by 
!a police wireless car out of the town and past, 
{ Athlit, over 10 miles southwards. The car 
then stopped and the twomen ran off. A police- 
‘constable chased them on foot and after an 
| exchange of fire arrested one man. The other, 
‘who had the money, got away. 
. .A bomb exploded under the manhole cover 
.of a petrol tank outside Haifa to-day, causing 
slight damage. An army lorry was mined near 
Nathanya. and, one soldier was seriously in- 
‘jured. An explosion also occurred in an Arab 
‘shop in Jerusalem. 
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Cutting dated ~ aud eres 
~ JEWISH AGE CY’S 
REFUSAL 


/-MR. LOCKER’S STATEMENE EX RE 
| The Jewish Agency in London yesterday ~ 

‘rejected the Government’s invitation for 

‘its leaders to persuade refugees on board 

the three ships at Port de Bouc to disem- 

‘bark. | : 
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i Mr. Berl Locker, a member of the executive 
1 of the Jewish Agency, read out to a Press con- 
‘ference the letter he had sent to the Colonial 
‘Office. The letter stated, in part: ‘“* The 
1 Government’s statement adds insult to injury: 
i by alleging that the refusal fof the refugees to, 
'Jand in France is a result of persistent Zionist 
‘threats and propaganda. The Jewish Agency 
indignantly rejects the suggestion that it should 
‘try to persuade the refugees to land in France. 
~The Jewish Agency has the duty to cooperate 
with the Mandatory Power in facilitating 
Jewish immigration into Palestine. It will 
never, even under so cruel a threat, lend itself 
to an attempt to prevent Jews from entering 
their national home.” is | 93 
Appealing for the Government to think 
, again, the letter ends: “‘ The Government, and 
. they alone, will have to bear full responsibility | 
‘for all the consequences and repercussions of} 
i their decision. In the name of the centuries-' 
‘old history of British-Jewish friendship ; in the’! 
‘name of humanity—hold your hand! ” 


30: yy 
TISH ULT! 


PORT DE BOUC JEWS 
| TREX EE 
MUST LAND TO-DAY OR BE 
— TAKEN TO GERMANY 


BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Britain thas decided that unless the illegal 
Jewish immigrants aboard the three British 
' ships off Port de Bouc, near Marseilles, land 
before 6 p.m. B.S.T. to-day the ships will sail for 
the British zone of Germany. There, the immi- 
grants will be disembarked immediately. | 
A Foreign Office statement yesterday outlined the 
position since 4,554 Jews attempting illegally to enter , 
Palestine in the President, Warfield were intercepted 


‘three weeks ago on their: . ar 
way from France. oe 


- Tt said that “under the influ- de WNRITU ™T : : 
ence of persistent Zionist threats | | DAILY ‘ELE x: 
‘and propaganda” the French ae é ce f 19 y § 
Government’s offer of hospitality Ls a: G 


Sar feare iS cece wien! an ee ere nce eran tet 


a erweggteh “Leen ng acres. BL te ILO TEAS PEN AR cS RAL CIPD, yee 


was rejected. No more than 130 Cutting dated 2.0.00. Ai Ae ree es pos the 19 
‘passengers have disembarked = - — - CAE EET RT 
during the three weeks at Port: ; RES IN 


Ce ning why the Jews are to ~ oJ ERUSALEM | 
statement continues: , | = AGENCY ATT ack DEXED - 


Ke 


be taken to the British zone of Ger-. 


many: is the only  territo d 
“This is the: only territory, under: agonal moa 
British. jurisdiction, where such a) From JOHN WALLIS, 
large number of people can ‘be ade-' elegraph Special Correspondent 
quately housed fed at short | 3ALEM, “Thursday. 
notice. | . peas .. } The Governmefit™enaguncemen: - 

“Britain is satisfied that the ‘on the Port de Bouc Jews, “issues 
Jewish Agency: has sufficient infiu-. simultaneously in London and Jeru 
ence to persuade the illegal immi- salem, has caused great resentment! 
grants to land in France. The Gov- ‘among the Jewish community. 
ernment considers that if the Jewish Jewish imagination. has seized or 
Agency really has the interests of one fact ony. that these people arc 
these illegal immigrants at heart it) -to be taken back to a country which 
should be prepared ‘to send a repre- has such tragic memories for 61) 
sentative, for whose journey Britain members of their race and religion. : 
‘would offer every facility, to Port’ Legally, the Government’s position 
de Bouc’ to make a last appeal to is unimpeachable, and therefore the 
reason.” i ‘Jewish Agency spokesman to-day 

BRITAIN’S RESPONSIBILITY | made a 15-minute impassioned 
. The Foreign Office statement, attack on the Government’s policy 

dds: a -solely from the humanitarian aspect. 
“tr view of the wide publicity. He made no attempt to answer the 

wl Oats quent mstepresen tations Gee es | 
; e i e Py f . 1 e x 

of British Holicy in this matter, it Zionists aad paw Se piricel 

may be well to re-emphasise the | y poil! 

following facts: | j e United States if the 

“Pending a decision by the 

United Nations on the future of 

Palestine, Britain is responsible, not | 

only for the maintenance of law and/| 

order in that country, but also for 

ensuring that nothing is done to| 
_ prejudice the eventua decision of | 

the United Nations, 

“Im ration policy is of cardinal 
importance to the Palestine pier | 
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lem and Britain would have no justi- 
fication in the present interim. 
riod, for altering the existing’ 
ewish immigrant quota of 1,500 a! 
month. 
“The organisers of the illegal 
immigrant traffic are trying to. 
exceed this-quota with the object of 
upsetting the.balance of population 
in the country and are, thereby,: bi ; 
aggravating an already tense and: ta Acoph Ad Aee bb 
de icate Situation which has led to. Pk ee : CEL eo AMC Ei PO RIUUA LOA Gol Sod tebe aiNndahs Ebownuitiennss 194 
00 etween Arabs an WS. ' mY : 
: Y pritele y Sac ty peen aero nee . . HAM URG CAMPS | 
o comba s illegal. immigrant. : : f° 
: traffic by every means at her disposal. FOR. J EWS | 
 Gyprus fas on ST eAcour.| _ «From Our oo cde het 
\ ; ss ’ UTSABY.m, 4 Pry soe ee fe 
nisers of ue traffic and : | | If the Port de Bouc Jews 5 Rak nd SBP Aaa 
brought to Germany they will be; > : 
; accommodated in two camps Or} 
nts “a . jcentres near Hamburg, hitherto used 
arke (for displaced persons or German | 
: ‘refugees. : 
sf French GO tee | , - ‘The ehoice of camps was being con-| 
Jews is | sidered to-day. Displaced persons and 
obliged ‘to to refugees already in the camps will 
unless he or 8 ; (have to be moved. The task of hous- | 
ling 4,554 immigrants in the over-: 
‘crowded British zone at short notice : 
‘is difficult, but there has been, 
machine. for dealing with such 
v ‘emergencies since the organisation of 
' stream of illegal immigrants.’ displaced persons’ centres began, 
, The Jewish Agency a ; 
terday rejected the Brivien os | 
‘ment's invitation to send’.a  repre-| 
sentative to Port de Bouc. 
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DAILY: TELE cnapn. | C 7 
om) D Te 5 y vg _ | _ 
ULTIMATUM REJECTED: 


From Our ‘Special Correspondent | 
PORT DE BOUC, Thursday. 

The British Government’s| © 
[ultimatum to 4,554 illegal im- 
lmigrant.aews. who. have been 
aboard threé British transports 
here for thréeweeks, was read to, 
them to-day. by Lt.-Col..Gregson,! 
commanding the British troops 
inthe ships . 

The Government statement Ireport 
P5] saying the ships would leave for 
‘Hamburg to-morrow evening unless ; 
the Jews disembarked was also! 
written.in German on a blackboard. | 
:-At the same time explanatory ' 
‘pamphlets were distributed. 

“Aboard the Runnymede. Park, the: 
first, ship visited by Lt.-Col. Gregson, ' 
two Jewish leaders protested against 
the British decision and demanded. 
to be taken to Palestine. All began. 
to sing the Zionist anthem. 

In the Empire Rival the announce-_ 
ment was received in silence. In the 
third ship, the Ocean Vigour, the 
Jewish leaders agreed to a vote, but 
men only were allowed to take part. 
After half an hour one leader stated 
‘hat all the passengers refused to 

and. 

A British request to the French. 
Foreign Office to make a new -appeal 
-to' the Jews has, so far, gone un- 

answered. ‘The sub-prefect of the: 
area, which includes Port de Bouc,. 
was expected to make such an appeal 
to-day, but he was ordered not to do: 
so by the Ministry of the Interior. 
To-night all is calm in the ships. 


Cutting dated 
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NICHT SHOOTING IN 
JERUSALEM 


Jerusaiem, Thursday —Tracer 
bullets flared through darkness 
around Folice H.Q. here to-night, . 
setting off general aiarm sirens 

' throughout the city just before | 

: midnight. ‘Police said fire appar- 

ently came from the reof of 2 
bank or night club.  All-clear — 
followed 25 minutes later.—A.P. 
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| intercepted on their way to Palestine 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 


ing dated..2.2. ANG I94D.. 


Act Ghoiteesueseieee a Od 


IMMIGRANTS MUST DECIDE BY 
THIS: EVENING | 


2760! 


FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC. cou 


Lonpon, THURSDAY. 
The Foreign Office has announced 
that unless the 4,554 Jews, who were 


_ just over a month ago on board the 
- President Warfield, begin to dis- 
' embark before 6 p.m. to-morrow 
_ from the three transports which have 


been lying for the last three weeks 
at Port de Bouc, in the South of 
France, ‘they will be sent to the 


_ British’ zone of Germany. 


The statement ‘issued to-day by the 


| Foreign Office says: 


On July 18 4,554 Jews were intercepted 
on board the President Warfield in an 
attempt to enter Palestine illegally. In 
accordance with established international 


| procedure and with the prior concurrence 


of the French Government, they were 


| returned to Fraiice, where they had 


_ obtained forged documents and whence 
. their ship had sailed without permission. , 


The three British transports carrying 


; the Jewish illegal immigrants arrived off 
' Port de Bouc on July 29 and French offi- 
_ cials went on board to offer the passengers 
_ hospitality in France. Under the influence 


of persistent Zionist threats and propa- 
ganda, the French Government’s offer was 


‘ rejected. In spite of this offer and of 


{ 
t 
t 


the official] British announcement that in 
no circumstances would any of the illegal 
immigrants be taken to Cyprus or Pales- 
tine, only about 130 of the passengers 
have disembarked during the three weeks 
of their stay at Port de Bouc. 

It is clearly impossible to leave the 
three British transports indefinitely in, 


| French waters and it has therefore been 


decided that unless the Jews begin to 
disembark before 6 p.m. (British Summer 
Time) on August 22 the ships wil] sail 
for the British zone of Germany, where 
their passengers will be immediately dis- 
embarked. This is the only territory 
under British jurisdiction outside Cyprus 


| where such a large number of people can 


be adequately housed and fed at shovt 
notice. 


JEWISH AGENCY’S RESPONSIBILITY 


His Majesty’s Government is satisfied 
that the Jewish Agency has sufficient 
influence to persuade the illegal 
immigrants to land in France. It con- 
siders that, if the Jewish Agency really 
has the” interests of these illegal 
immigrants at heart, they should be pre- 
pared to send a representative, for whose 
journey his Majesty's Government would 


_ Offer every facility: within its power, to 


Port de Bouc.in order to make a last 
appeal to reason. 
In view of the wide publicity which this 


» case has recently received and_ the 
; frequent misrepresentations of British 


policy in this matter, it may be well to 


‘ ye-emphasise the following facts. Pending 
''g decision até the United Nations on the 
' future of Pale 

. ment is responsible not only for the 
maintenance of law and order in that 
: country but also for ensuring that nothing 
' is done to prejudice the eventual decision 
of the United Nations. 


stine, his Majesty’s Govern- 


QUOTA NOT TO BE ALTERED 


Immigration policy is of cardinal 
importance to the Palestine problem and 
his Majesty’s Government would have no 
justification in the present interim period 
for altering the existing Jewish immigrant 
quota of 1,500 a month. The organisers of 
the illegal immigrant traffic are trying to 
exceed this quota with the object of 
upsetting the balance of population in the 
country and are thereby aggravating an 
already tense and delicate situation, which 
‘has led to bloodshed between Arabs and 


; Jews. His Majesty’s Government is 


e 


i o& Oe INDEXED 
a ae LROUaS ji 


resolutely determined to combat the 
illegal immigrant traffic by every means 
at its disposal. 


The transfer of illegal immigrants to |: 
Cyprus has only encouraged the organisers | 
of the traffic'and his; Majesty’s Govern- | 
ment has, therefore, exercised in the case |. 
of the President Warfield its undoubted |' 
right to return illegal immigrants to the |! 


country where. they embarked for Pales- 


tine. Since the French Government had |: 
offered to readmit all these Jews to France | 
none of them -is obliged to proceed to |; 
Germany, unless of their own choice they |. 
decline the French offer. Meanwhile, there |. 
are several thousand Jews in Germany |. 


to-day who would by now have been 


legally admitted to Palestine if they ,had | 
not been pushed aside by the stream ot 


illegal immigrants. 


POWERFUL OPPOSITION 


The decision to send. these Jews to 
Germany is likely to please no one, to | 
satisfy few, and to horrify many. It is: 
certain that there have been several, and» 
powerful, voices in ‘the Government | 
opposing it, but presumably they were 
not able to recommend a better solution. | 
There is no doubt at all that world, 
opinion will be shocked by this step, that. 
the Germans will resent it, and the. 
Zionists. will .be infuriated by it.. And_ 
yet the question remains, what action , 
was. open to the British Government ? 

The Jewish reaction. was vigorously 
given by Mr. Berl Locker, member of | 
the Jewish Agency, at a press con-/ 


ference in London yesterday afternoon. | 


Earlier in the day he had been informed 
of the Government’s decision and had | 
replied that the Jewish Agency 
indignantly rejected the suggestion that 
if should try to persuade the immigrants 
to land. in France. He described the | 
step as “an act of vengeance against} 
the 4,500 refugees,’ and said that it. 
played into the hands of the terrorists - 
and weakened the position of those who 
opposed them. 

“This is a new step on a very 
dangerous path for us,” concluded Mr. | 
Locker, -“ and I say without boasting 
that it is not without danger to those ; 
who have invented this path.” 

Mr. Locker said he had news that the 
immigrants in one of the three trans- 
ports had refused to avail themselves 
of the final offer to land in France, He 
also reported that an urgent invitation 
had been sent yesterday by. the immi- 
grants to the Uniteq Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine asking it .to: 
visit Port de. Bouc to witness the condi- | 
tions in which they were living. At the. 
moment the committee is in Geneva, It! 
was alSo stated in the message that. 
“last. Monday’s 24-hour hunger strike: 
was a protest and a warning. Unless 
it is heeded we will start a hunger strike 
which may end in grave disaster.” 


USE OF FORCE 


There is unfortunately little reason to, 
hope that any -appreciable number of ; 
the Jews will now land in France and, ' 
in addition, there would seem to be: 


every likelihood that they will resist. 
being disembarkéd in Germany. If such! 
is the case it seems almost inevitable. 
that force will have to be employed. 

The consequences of this step are: 
likely to be serious. It will almost cer-' 
tainly feature prominently on the| 
agenda of the General Zionist Council,’ 
which meets in Zurich on Sunday. The 
American Zionist leaders, including: 
Rabbi Silver and Mr. Neumann, who 
are attending this meeting, arrived in 
London to-day. 
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| JERUSALEM, AUGUST 21. 
The Foreign Office announcement that. 
the Jews on board the transports off 
France will be taken to the British zone 
of Germany unless they disembark 


before to-morrow evening has had a 
fierce reception from Jews in Palestine. 
This story has been getting much 
unfavourable publicity here, assisted by 
acid dispatches from some correspon- 
dents who have been visiting the South 
of France, and to-day, even before 
comment had reached full blast, the 
British | Government’s action was 
described as “ shoeking,” “a crime 
against humanity,” and “a fateful 
poiltical mistake.” 

The Jewish Agency , expressed the 
opinion that its point of view is shared 
by many in Palestine who do not nor- 
mally agree with the Agency. It may 
be referring to the facet that the 
Administration in Palestine was doubt- 
ful at the beginning of the practicability 
of taking the refugees back to France, 
and for obvious reasons many British 
here regret that the situation has now 
arisen. It is realised, however, though 
the point is never discussed by the 


‘Jews, that someone in the French 


Government must have originally 
agreed to have taken the refugees back. 


faa bs 


LY 
wot 


be so “ presumptuous ” as to: send repre-' 
sentatives to Port de Bouc to attempt 
to persuade the refugees to land, but its: 
representatives in Geneva would sup-! 
port the appeal made by the refugees to. 
the United Nations committee there to 


intervene. 

The Agency to-day did not deal with, 
the British Government's points that. 
Britain must not prejudice the eventual, 
decision of the United Nations, par-; 
ticularly by altering the immigration: 
tion quota, that the transfer ‘of. 
immigrants to Cyprus had only en-: 
couraged the organisers of the illegal’ 


traffic, and that-many Jews waiting in, 
Germany had been pushed aside by the: 


illegal traffic. 

The question of Britain not preju-' 
dicing or anticipating the decision of the 
United Nations is of supreme importance 
to everyone, because although reports 
and suppositions are widely published 
to the contrary. Britain is not likely to 
be divested or freed of all responsibility 
in Palestine immediately the United: 
nations agrees on a solution and ends: 
the mandate. Because there is no 
practicable alternative She is actually 
likely to be asked to carry on alone, or. 
with at least one other if she prefers it. 
and another can be persuaded to help. | 


It was unlikely that the Agency would | ‘fhe Times’ & ‘Manchester Guardian’ Service 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. | 


-ctag dated... 8-2 AUG. 124I......sdHORSEP 
JEWS LIKELY T® 


h opinion, including 

a - {many of hose sympathies we 

_ The decision to send the Jewish Would mos y _ 

lrefugees of the President Warfield| It is tru a? fugees trying 

‘back to Germany if they do not dis- to enter iy for rmany are ve | 

embark in France by to-morrow | jatter country by Fr 

evening was announced in turn by the|that 80 refugees were a 

British officer commanding the escort,| back on the very day tha | 

| ied by British and French transports arrived off Port- de Bouc.: 

a f the three trans- But these small and frequent policy. 

° 11 o'clock this operations are not spectacular and the. 

ports, 0 cioc | French people as a whole is not aware 


‘morning. The British Government's | o¢ them. | 


communiqué was read to the leaders . 7 
of the refugees and also distributed in DISTASTEFUL IMPRESSION 
leaflets to the passengers. The departure of the three transports | 
- In each of the ships the leaders asked | for Germany is a different matter, and 
for time to consult with the otfer its potentialities as propaganda will not 

On nV gour wish be overlooked by those Zionist 
extremists who have already shown! 
themselves so influential in the handling = 

don of the news from Port de Bouc. It: 
d ain dd q must be remembered that France is a 
waar r with t+ country from which tens of thousands 
whe officers of the | of people, both Jewish and gentile, have 
and that they | one to Germany between 1940 and 1944: 

. : 4s cy. never to return. 
put, their trust, incon h avope for a Although these refugees may be ) 
ef ere ttitude on board the other going to model camps, good food, and | 
dif ee th ugh the number of individuals | friendly a humane administration. | 
| Ships. ‘ land may increase during the and although many of them may have 
decide i till remai originally fled from Germany or from 
hich s iqué de|farther East since the end of the war, 
The the spectacle of the three ships leaving 
public to | France for the mouth of the Elbe will 
Frere Pr ogic certainly make, a profoundly distasteful ; 
Nowe at impression in France. 
ba 
\ be it will be bp 
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i Ce a tad. 2 2 AUG 1947 ne NES hae 1. 
An Act of Folly a 


The Government has not so chy 
| credit left in the world that it ca DEXED 


afford to squander it in acts. of a 
| premeditated folly. Yet how else 
“yj can one describe the threat to take; 
H the Jewish refugees who are now on 
( board three ships:at Port de Bouc, in 
‘the South of France, to the British 
zone of Germany if they do not 
disembark by this evening? There 
was something to be said for the 
|| original decision to send these illegal 
jimmigrants back to their port of 
embarkation, but, no matter how 
| strong the case seemed at the time, it 
|should now be obvious to everyone. 
that it has failed. The Government: 
| may reasonably feel that a smal]l part 
|of this failure is due to the rather , 
|ambiguous attitude of the French, 
| who did not fulfil their share of the 
| bargain. But it badly underestimated 
| the courage and fanaticism of the Jews 
| themselves as well as the remark- 
|able capacity of Zionist propagandists 
to misrepresent British policy. Above 
all, perhaps, it underestimated | 
|| the sympathy which people every-_ 
| where feel for the Jewish survivors 
of Nazi persecution, even though this | 
sympathy is rarely expressed in. 
| practical terms. To Send these Jews 
| back to Germany, of all places, will | 
| horrify’ millions. The arguments put 
forward to justify this in the Foreign 
Office statement are contemptible. 
There is no territory under British | 
jurisdiction where there,is less food | 
i and fewer houses than the British | 
zone. Since the Jews have refused 
to land in France it is certain that} 
they will also refuse to land in 
iGermany. Does this mean that we 
| shall force them to land? It is hard 
ito imagine a more revolting and; 
' humiliating -scene than British: 
‘soldiers forcing Jews ashore at: 
‘Hamburg or Bremen. No matter: 
how busy they are, Mr. Bevin or Mr. 

Attlee must intervene. Anything! 

|would be better than that. 4 


4 
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Gypher/OrP | DEPARTMENTAL Nos 2e 
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FROM BERLIN TO FGREIGN OFFICE 


(Military Geverner) 


Ve. 1228 D. 6.50 pom. Ast August, 194%. 
Tt} 


6. 
Sist Aucust, 1947. R. 6.50 pem. Sist August, 1047. 


Repeated te Paris 
ashing ten 


CONPTDENT TAL 
Cena ran sens ath anmpaguesbenauasimntae: meteeinmepesammieamind 


Yeur telegram ie. 2410: decisien te send Jews 
fron ex-"President Yarfield" te British Zene ef Germany. 


ie thought it advisable te warn the American 
element (threugh the Fb... and 0.P. Div.) ef this decisien 
pefore they read ef it in the press. ‘We understand 
cenfidentially that when the infermatien reached 
General Clay his reaction was "ell, I am glad the 
British decided to do this without consulting me, because 
{t should not have been able to agree." We have had no 
official reaction from the Americans as yet. 


_ Foreign Office please repeat to Paris and- | 
Jasiington as my telegrams Nos, 121 and 191 respectively. 


\Repeated to Paris Saving and Yashington] 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and ‘should he 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on, 


Cypher/OTP 
ve CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Duff Cooper 
NOs 855~ D. 6.55 pom, August 22nd, 1947. 
August 22nd, 1947, Re 7,08 p.m August 22nd, 1947, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 


Marseilles | 
FO, please repeat IMMEDIATE to Jerusalem 


es my telegram No. 55.) 


JJJ 


MOST TiRED A 
Illegal Jewish immigration, 


_M, Leon Blum telephoned to me at 4,20 this afternoon 
saying that he had been_ asked to deliver a message frem the 
Jewish Agency to the following effect: if the British 
Government would guarsntee that the Jewish emigrants now 
at Port de Bouc would be allowed to land in Palestine within 
a specified period the Jewish , ency would now advise them 

( er by a specified period 
(delei definitif) they mesnt three or four years, He 
replied that they were thinking of not more than two or 


three months, 


2. LI said that I would communicate the suggestion te 
my Government but that while I had no authority give a 
reply I felt quite convinced that it would not be accepted, 
if only for the reason that it would mean giving ey 
favourable peri ty +o deliberate law-breskers over legal 
enigrents who were awaiting their tum, 


8, He asked me whether I would receive li, Ware Jarblum, 
President of all the Zionist organisations of France, whioh 
I agreed to de, The latter arrived in a quarter of an hour, 
‘He seid that in a similar case where we had arrested s ship, 
the name of which he had fergotten, off the ceast of Italy 
and where the nassengers had refused te disembark, we had 
undertaken that they should be allowed into Palestine under 
the monthly quote, If we did the same on this occasion and 
allowed half the monthly quota to be filled by these people 
they would all be received within six months. 


4, I said I was very surprised to hear that such an 


agreement had ever been made and that it was a bay, he 
could not remember the name of the ship. I could held out 
no hope that such en offer, if ever made, would be repeated, 
Se anxious was I, however, to find a solution that I was 
prepared to put fo my Government the suggestion that if 
hese people would new go ashore they would be allowed to 
apply for permissien to enter Pelestine and to take their 


chance/.e.. 


aduasafay 


all to disem ers I asked whet 
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chence and await their turn with others in the ordinary 
wey, and thet the fact that they had seugat te evade t . 
le d had sailed with false documents would net be held 
ageinst them, I said that this weu d be an act of “* 
upen the part of His Majesty's Gevernment ond 1 could 
not undertake that the suggestien would be adopted. 
thet he would be quite frank with me 
an offer would net be good eneugh,. 
‘the justice of ay pesition 
dea. ADs He 
| sti } yesterdey. If he had had 
nore t h vs been mere successful, As it 
wes new nearly 5.50 I ssid I feared it was definitely tee 
lete but that I weuld repert te my Gevernment all that he 
[Cepies sent te Telegraph Sectien, Colenial Office 
for retransmission, ] | 
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Confidential 


[EN CLAIR by Confidential Bag] 


Ne: i689 Saving 
27th August 1947 


Your telegram Ne: 833 [ef August 22nd: Jewish 
Illegal Inmigratien], 


We knew of ne case ef the kind mentioned by 
M. Jarblum as recerded in DB pyig. 5 5 ef your telegran 
under reference, It is quite centrary te eur principles 
to encourage illegal iumigratien by granting prierity 
fer entry te Palestine te illegal imml gl a ig 
indeed shown by the decision te send the Warfield party 
back te France, 7 
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WWE36 CGR136 MONTREAL 67 22 1600 = 

HIS MAJESTYS FOREIGN SECRETARY WHITEHALL LN = 
 sehpiAN JEWRY GREATLY DISTURBED BY 

WiLL BE RETURNED TO GERMANY 

BUT WORSEN THE ALREADY UNHAPPY 


OF THE HIGHEST HUMANITARIAN TRAD! 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH WE URGE THAT SOME 


REPORT EXODUS 
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e HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB WOMEN’S ZIONIST SOCIETY 26 


“~ 


Chairman: = Hon. Secretary : 
Mrs, D. BIRK 
Vice-Chairman : Mrs. D. RIVLIN, 
| 21, NORRICE ‘LEA, N. 2 


Mrs. R. DELOW 
Co-Treasurers : 
Mrs. L, STALBOW, . Telephone: SPEedwell 1442 


44, Sheldon Avenue, N.6 
Mountview 7550 . Asst. Sec.: Miss D. USISKIN 


Mrs. A. BELIKOFF 


Educational Chairman: 
Mrs. E. FRANKEL 


Fund Raising Chairmen: 


Mrs. B. F. JOSEPH 
Mrs, L. MARGOLIN 


Membership Chairman: 
Mrs. 1. WYNICK 


August 28, 1947 


Captain Crowder, It. P. 
Mouse of Commons 
Ge he 


Dear Captain Crowder, 

Our Society has been advised by the Rev. B. N. 
Michelson, Fon. Secretary of the Hampstead Garden 
Guburab Zionist Society that a telegram has today 
been sent by them to the Rt. Fon. C.R.Attlee, MP. 
and a letter to you ouoting the telesram. 


Our Society, the Mamostead Garden Suburb Women's 
Zionist Groun, endorse all that was said by the 
"en's Society, and we sincerely trust that there 
will be 5 reversal of decision to lend in Sermany 
those Jews now seeking a refure in Palestine. 
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yours sincerely, 


Chairman . 4 


Do HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB ZIONIST SOCIETY 2) 


Chairman: ott 


J. Mazin, Esa. 
Hon. Secretaries: 


Vice-Chairimen : 
B. Addleman, Esq. Rev. B. N. MICHELSON, B.A., 
Ss. J. Bain, Esa. 4, Aylmer Court, N.2 


Hon. Treaswrers: Tel.: MOUntview 9291 


W. Goldstein, Esq. 
I. Wynick, Esq. 


Mrs. I. WYNICK 


August 28, 1947 wo 


Captain Crowder, M. P. 
House of Commons, S.W.1 


Dear Captain Crowder, 


On behalf of the members of the above Soceity, we beg to 
send you hereunder copy of a telegram sent this day to 
the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. C.R.Attlee, M. P. 


We are sure you must view with feelings of abhorrence 
this proposed departure from the proud tradition of our 
country as defender of fictims of persecution. We con- 
fidently appeal to you to support our plea that our 
brethren be not compelled to return to the.shores of that 
country whose aim it was to exterminate them with inhuman 
tortures, and from the machinations of whose late rulers 


they suffered untold miseries. 
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Yours sincerely, 


Chairman 


Aion Wuct Lom Hon. Secretary 


Copy_of telegram: _- Prime Vinister, 10 Downing Street 
"On this.day of fasting, Mampstead Garden Suburb Zionist 
Society appeals for reversal of decision to land in oo a 
Tews now seeking refuge in the only lanc they feel holos 


promise of freedom being survivors of German conspiracy to 


torture and exterminate their rece. 


J. Mazin, Chairman 
mn, M, Michelson, Fon. Secretary 
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intended for transmission by cable, or ‘ VIA IMPERIAL WIRELESS’ if for transmission by wireless. This indication is not charged for. Books 
of Telegram Forms, Tariffs, Rules, etc., can be obtained at the Head Offices of the Company, or at any of the above-named branches. 
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“1 Ah ct ears ROAR NTR EI OR AST UD RAINS, ot 
aes pele 
ae om 


+ 


é 


We. 25044 / P4666. 9/46 G.N.P.Co. Ltd. 51-7260 


a&8 LO pay 
. = d. 


——t 


RECEIVED 


at@ipntral Telegraph - 


i ifice, E.C. I seh - 


Ce PT } 
Se ae ae 


“et i dee i 


at office of delivery. 


ene een reetemne whaewlaie 


| 


byl 


1 


ror tree repeuuvin vie Guuvuu wutus BUIT PHYS PELL UIT 1 LEVINE 


Other enquiries should.be accompanied by this form, 


i 
ad Pee 


"ACKNOWL © aeent 
22 gue 1947 “aor 


POST OFFICE 
—- 


TELEGRAM 


Time handed in. Office of Origin and Service Instructions. 


Pie hae oe ee 
ae NE Uy ie a bao AR 


1 ene Cee een ee alee mine ant ee et 2 are ene enn mnmatees aaeme + 


ee ee eee 


Pat he 


ot 
ok 


y 
t 


vr Call, Witt LIS JOriN 
and, if possible, the envelope. 


e 
o 
<3 
=< 
xz 
G? 
= 
o=4 
° 
be | 
~ 
= 
m 
ov 
td 
@ 
cP 
© 
| 
m 
© 
°o 
r.J 
o 
° 
a—~r 
be | 
© 
- 
rr 
° 
=z 
=z 


ae 


9/46 G.N.P.Oo. Ltd. 51-7260 


Wr. 25044 / P4666. 


v 
‘i 


ws to pay 


ae 
i 


RECEIVED 


fe E.C, |. 


y Or Telegra 
ANE 


ie 


d. 


Prefix. 


48 


ie i. 
t 
ens cena © 


BUELEIG CIASIWY Ws BIEe 


wtiiww we 


No. 
OFFICE. STAMP 


"Ht wesw wwe Veww "stwwt WH weeweews 


i iN 


ENQUIRY” or call, with this form 
s form, and, if possible, the envelope. 


© 
eo 
be :] 
~< 
x 
@ 
= 
~=4 
o 
n~n 
~=4 
= 
Mm 
uv 
_—4 
@ 
[ oa 
o 
20 | 
m 
© 
o 
| 
o 
°o 
wT 
n~nA 
©) 
2” 
re 
o 
and 
= 


“ie 


a eee OFF Aaoter ~ at cE STAMP —_— 
‘TELEGRAM EP 


- , ; i : . 
Office of Origin and Service Instructions. Words. .. 


mph tts 
. ECA. - Prefix. foe handed ne 
From “CPB 341 3/35 WANCHESTES T 101 


“PRIORITY MR ERNEST. BEVIN FOREIGN SECRETARY 
FORE |GN IFFICE: LONDON 


CiL. OF. MANCHESTER AND SALFORD JEWS ‘HAVE | 
CONCERN | OF THE DECISION TO - 


“1N THREE ‘SHIPS AT “LEBOUCQ TO. 
Al. TO. HM GOVERNMENT TO | 


| THE COUN 
LEBRNED WITH. GRA ME 


"TRANSFER. “RERR JEWS 
- GERMANY AND URGENTLY APPE 
“ABANDON SUCH DECISION FORTHWITH ON GROUNDS OF 

: HUMANETY. AND JUSTICE WE CANNOT BELIEVE THE BRITISH 
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THE BT HON ERNEST BEVIN FOREIGN. MINISTER FOREIGN. 
OFFICE LONDON ’ a 
IN THE NAWE OF HUMANITY WE MOST ERNESTLY AND 


eee 


fod NCEE Y ‘De Geygu TG “aE CONSIDER YOUR. DECISION. 


SEND THE FOUR THOUSAND FiVE HUNDRED DESP ERATE 
bN THE SS EXUDUS BACK TO % GERMANY AND IMPLOHE 
LETUAN THEM TO PALESTINE THEIR RIGHTFUL HOME STOP 


JEWRY THROUGHOUT THE “IYRLD LOOKS TO THIS. GREAT BHMRX | 


OUNTRY. TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING ALREADY BORNE BY. 


f- :9Duasafay 


eek set 


JHESE PEOPLE AND BEGS YUU TO BE MBRA MERCIFUL TU THEM - [ia 
IN THIS HOUR OF THEIR GREAT SUFFERING stop ue aa KA : 


WO THE ALMIGHTY THAT YOU SHELL BRE @ ANT THIS REQUEST 
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CARDIFF ZIONIST. REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL - 


ephone “TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY ” or call, with this form, —_B or C 
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AYRSHIRE ZIONIST COMMI 


The Sheiling, 
10, Racecourse Road, 
Ayr, e8th Aug., 1947, 


Bo! 


The Right Honourable Hrnest Bevin, 
Foreign Secretary, 

10, Downing Street, 

LONDON. 


Dear Foreign Secretary, 


tI have to confirm having sent you a telegram to-day, 
as under-noted: - 


"The Ayrshire Zionist Committee plesd for the humane | 
"treatment of the unfortunate Jews now en route for Germany, 
"faced with the dreadful prospect of returning to the scene @ 
“of human suffering unparalleled in World and Jewish 
"history. We implore you to authorise trans=shipment to 
"Pelestine, thus heralding a policy worthy of the Highest 
"Tradition of the Great British Empire", 


I trust this matter will be given your very deep and 


earnest consideration, 
Yours faithfully, 


For and on behalf of the AYRSHIT@ ZIONIST COMMITEE 
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10 DOWNING STREET LONDON 
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|GERMANY FACED WITH THE DWEADFUL PROSPECT oFfe TURNING 
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ee 2 am THE ‘HiGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE GREAT BRITISH - 


an Se aaa 3 shames a : Be .. , 
. ve * 
at 


WOONOT ‘3914430 0809343 9178Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


For free repetition of doubtful words teléphone ‘ “TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY” or call, with this form, 
at office of delivery. Other enquiries. should be accompanied by this form and, if possible, the envelope. . 


61916)" Wt. 40011/P.9881 ~- 12/42 Hw. G,620 


| Registry S| yr oO. 
None 7770) 40 [3 


 hgeety94,7.. 
ae 


| | The ger, of State has POGE EYEE One 
; beresrem about the: decision of His ila jes ty! Ss 
Alderman A. Moss, ON 
‘Manchester City. | Government to send to the Pritish Zone in 
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sentatives Council ted a particularly flagrant example of the 
activities of those responsible a | 
the Jewish illegal immigration thaffic. AS you 
will be aware, His Majesty's Government and the 
| S Government of Palestine have tor obetaemne 
ane been gravely embarrassed in | their exercise 
of the, Palestine Mandate and in ‘the mainte nance 
of peace and internal security in Palestine ees 


this Jewish illegal imaigrant traffic. They , 
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months been. flowing from Eastern Hurope via = 
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countries with a Mediterranean seaboard. It is 


noteworthy that a large part of this stream 


consists, not of refugees, but of Jews. who have 


been encouraged by the organisers of the vrarfik 


to Leave their homes in Hastern Hurope. The 


anisers selectes the immigrants with little 


regard to / 


as 


ie es 
Se a 


Saeee 


1 
i 
i 
1 


m £ 
acsoweors in woe ard vacate Fae 5, d ie Bs 
RES eres oe 6 ont By 
3] 

u 


eran icenansenerenan Sea eC 


cs ae 2 : a 
oe ie ae 
y ee 


ESSE SIE 
ERS I IEC EI TTS ATES) 


Soe 
peers 


See 


- 


ee 
Sep ers 
meee 


tion at short |. 


Recor. 
erat 
fo Teenie 


re 


es in 


of the traffic to think that their 


ed to send 


‘PLY 
the 


t ars 
1 quota. 


in Palies~- 
m amongst 


ve S. 


ing conditions 


1 


in favour of young men 


ae 


al 


tanding that they 
A 


2 
nae 


L imnigzant traffic 


IELD party when i 


on those grounds 
ren on the unders 


7 


Parents are encoulai 


most unsuited to face the appall 


rhaps with relat 
re to be legal Lamigvantse. 


£2 
i 


NARF 


V 


3 


stination for them under Bpitish 


“e to be admitted on & lega 
ty and. disembark in France. 


‘J 


LtieD 


passed over 
2 


Le 
ad 


4 


sh Zone ; they wers misled by the 
ave briefly explained above, His Maje 


DP 
o would quali 


il 
IDENT 


S 
A 


ent were quite clear that it wovld be 


I 


to have back their children fro 


wh 


i 
sers 
rable to send the illegal immigrants back 


LctLon. 


ine ) 

Ris 

i 

To revert to the events following 
in Br 


is 


igd a da 


ra 


theiz ch 
sd 


rnm 
1 


Gove 


the P 


° 


der peop 


6) 


© 
& 
HH 
x) 
03 
S 
© 
ogg 
3 
@ 
ES 
© 
TF 
oh 
® 
S 
2) 
oO 
& 
a0) 
ond 
4: 
3: 
43 
ort 
GS 
at 
S 
S 
Rog 
© 
fad 
TH 
Sy 
6) 
cor] 
to) 
53 


of overcrowding in which they are sent to. 


the Brit 


asked 


ol 
tine » 
return of the 4,500 illegal im 


Pde st 
organ 
children we 


of hosp 
pecame clear that the illegal immigrants wowld 


tion in regard to the illega 


to Pf 
which Ih 
undes 
to GypLrus. 
tions 


ago IESE DS LEED A SENET 
Sea aE TE 5 Ae IIE EO EEE a ar SSI aaa pasate. RT NELTE SD eR PONT ae ears SEL an 


ESSERE EE IS EE a Fe I 5 = ES CE EE I PE CELESHE SANE ESE EE OAT 


cere TEE eee EEE TEES ESTE TEE SE Serr peak ae ry ste 
ere eS —— 3 — : . es = : ee TS eA PTI TTS TT EE A Sam 
SEE PSSA oes GE NT SISSY ICDS TETRA eS REUSE ETS SESE SES TP SS REE LES a SUELEES : 


"sea (1S) 9v/6 WOS LEL/6979S “FAA SPIE 


notice for Such a large number of people. Lt | 
was. therefore reluctantly decided to send thé 
illegal immigrants temporarily to the Britisy 
40ne in Germany, the only place where accom- 
modation could be provided at short notice , 
and. to continue to press the French Governme 


to receive them back through the British Zone 


6. There has. been much criticism of the 
decision to send these Jews to Germany. For 
the reasons I have givdn above, no alternative 
destination was available. It should be 

: | MYVveoverl | | 
remembered, bewesrer, that this territory is 
administered by His Majesty' s Government and. 


Ut egal Cn ne gg YONA 
tha t thexywiil be looked after by the British| 


military administration and not by Germans. 


IN| THIS MARGIN. 


Moreover, as. you will clearly see, there was 

absolutely no need for them to go to Germany 

at all. They have spent three weeks waiting 
“off a French port with every facility and 
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.encouragement to go~ashore, both from the 
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French and British side. They, ‘ind those who 
inspire them, have chosen instead to make a 


political point of refusing to:-land, thereby 
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In sccordance with the request contsined in your 
letter of August 30th I am sending you the rollowing 
material which may help you to answer the letters you 
have received from the Men's and women’s Branches of 
the Hempstead Gerden suburb Zionist society on the 
subject of the Jewish 4llegal immigrants from the 
'rpesgident varfleld". | 


2, At the riek of repeating much thet wae ineluded 
in the two official communiqués iesued in London on the 
248t and 23rd Avuguet on this subject, I ghould like to 
explain briefly the facts of the present cage. On the 
48th duly 4,554 Jews were intercepted on board the 5.5. 
ERSGIDENT WARFIELD in an attempt to enter Palestinc 
dllegally. They had left France with forged Colombian 
visae of destination, in contravention of the International 
Gonventions for the Safety of Life at Sea and load Lines. 
This ship of under 2,000 tone was far too email to carry 
anything like 4,500 people in safety let alone in proper 
conditions of sanitation. The vrench authorities had 
inetructed the ship not to leave, but she out her hawserge 
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3 The case of the PRESIDE 'TELD represented 
a paPticularly age cleyd example of the activities of 
thoge responelible for organising the Jewish illegal 
immigration traffic. Ae you will be aware, His Majesty's 
Government and the Government of Palestine have for some 
time been gravely embarrassed. in their exercise of the 
Palestine Mandate end in the maintenance of peace and 
internal eeaurity in Falestine by this Jewish Lllegel 
immigrant traffic. They ere bound to enforce the present 


imiigration quote of 1,500 a mont: for Jews and they 
f/would 


Jan tadn dee te Crowder , Hela». 


" 


a 7 

eee eines 
He ee 
peseethitt aly 


would have no justificetion, in the present in teri: 

seriod before the United Nations make a recommendation 
regerding the future of felestine, for altering this gq 
Immigration policy is of cardinal importanee to the 
Palestine problem and all ceneerned should aweit the 
decision of the United Nations in thie regard. Jevertneless, 
the organisers of the lllegel immigrant treffic atc at 
present trying to exeeed the quota with the odject of 
upsetting the balance of population in the comtry, and 

ape thereby aggravating an already tense and delicate 
situation which has led to bleodshed between APabe and Jcw6e 


In view of the. exoeptional sise of the PRioipen 
SAVTELES eontingent and of the i111cit manner in which 
hey left France, His Majesty's Government had no 

alternative but to arrange for the return of the illegal 
immigrants to their country of embarkation. ances It had 
become evident thet the policy of sending , maideran te 
to compe in Cyprus, where they qualify for inclusion in 

the legal immigration quote to Falestine, had only served 
to encourage the etream of illegal immigrants which has 
for wonthe been flowing from castern Europe vie countrics 
with a Mediterranean seaboard. It ia noteworthy that a - 
larce pert of thie etream consists, not of refugees, but 
of Jewa who heave been encowaged by the organisers of the 
treffic to leave their homes Eastern Europe. The 
orgenigere select the imigrants with Zittle regard to 
humaniterien considerations. ‘The older people, perhaps 
with relatives in Palestine, who would qualify on those 
grounds ae regulerly passea over in favour of yours men 
vonen and oxpectant mothera (the latter moat unauited to 
feee the appalling conditdons of overcrowding in which they 
afe sent to Palestine}. frarents are encouraged te send 
theiy children on the understanding that they are to mh 
legel immigrentase 4 case has juet oP deen where s number cof 
Nungarien parente have asked to have back their children 
from amongst the PREGIDRIT! WARFIELD party when it arrives 
fn the British they were misled by the organisers 


aduarafay 
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the traffic to think that their children were to be 
itteca on the legal quota. 


5 To revert to the evente following the return of 
the 4,500 illegal immigrante to France. The British 
transports were left at Port de Boue for three weeks in the 
hope that their passengers would eccept the Freneh offer of 
hospitality and disembark in France. when it became clear 
thet the illegal immigrants would not agree to land and 

the French Government would not constrdin them to do 
it wee necessary to find a deatination for them under 
British jurisdiction. In the light of the general situation 
in regard to the illegal imigrent traffic whieh I have 


briefly expleined above, His Majesty's Government were quite 


clear that it would be undesirable to send the illegal 
imiigrants back to Cyprus. They considered a number of 
destinations in British Colonial territory bunt in no case 
was it possible to arrensce adequate secommodation at short 
notice for such a large number of peoples. It was therefore 
reluctantly decided to send the illegal immigrants 
temporarily to the British Zone in Germany, the only place 
where accommodation could be provided at short notice, and 


to continue to press the French Government to receive them 
back through the British Zone. ) a 


Ge Phere has been much criticism of the decision to 

pend these Jews tc Germany. For the reasons I have given 
no alternative destination was available It 

sho be remembered, moreover, that this territory is 
administered by Hie Majesty's Government and that the 
illegal immigrante will be looked after by the British 
military administration and not by Germanes HMorcover, as 
you will clearly see, there was absolutely no need for them 
to «co to Germany at all. They have spent three wecks 
waiting off a French port with every facility and 
encouragement to ashore, both from the French sand British 


side, They, and those who inspire them, have chosen Instead 


to make a political point of refusing to land, thereby 
causing Hie Majeaty's Government to send. them to a 
destination which is unwelcome to everyone concerned, 
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(E 7770/48/31 ) Wa +6i.September, 1947. 


Uv 
4. 


hagl received your communication 
about the decision of His Majesty's Government to send to 
the British Zone in Germany the Jewish illegal inmigrants 
who had been returned to their place of embarkation, the 
South of France, and who refused to land there. He—has 
a : 


Le At the risk of repeating mach that was included in 
the two official communigués issued in London on the dlst 
and £érd August on this subject, I should like to explain 
briefly the facts of the present case. On the 18th July 
4,554 Jews were intercepted on board the S.S. PRESIDENT 
WARFIELD in an attempt to enter Palestine illegally. They 
had left France with forged Colombian visas of destination, 
in contravention of the International Conventions for the 
Safety of Life at Sea and Load Lines. This ship of under 
2,000 tons was far too small to carry anything like 4,500 
people in safety, let alone in proper conditions of sanitation. 
The French authorities had instructed the ship not to leave, 
but she cut her td 5 ata 
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8. The case of the PRESIDENT WARFIELD represented a 
particularly flagrant example of the activities of those 
responsible for organising the Jewish illegal immigration 
traffic. AS you will be aware, His Majesty's Government and | 
the Government of Palestine have for some time been gravely — 
embarrassed in their exercise of the Palestine Mandate and in 
the maintenance of pcace and internal security in Palestine 
by this Jewish illegal immigrant traffie. They are bound to 
enforce the present immigration quota of 1,500 a month for 


| | /Jews 
Maurice Edelman, Esq., MP., 


House of Commons. 


@ % 
@ 


Jews and they would have no justification, in the present 
interim period before the United Nations make a 
recommendation regarding the future of Palestine, for 
altering this quota. Immigration policy is of cardinal 
importance to the Palestine problem and all concerned should 
await the decision of the United Nations in this regard. 
Nevertheless, the organisers of: the illegal immigrant 
treffic are at present trying to exceed the quota with the 
object of upsetting the balance of population in the | 
country, and are thereby aggravating an already tense and 
rig sere aa which has led to bloodshed between Arabs 
and Jews, | AST ROG ee Qe! ieee ap ne a 


4, In view of the exceptional size of the PRESIDENT 
WARFIELD's contingent and of the illicit manner in which 
they left VYrance, His Majesty's Government had no _ 
alternative but to arrange for the return of the illegal 
immigrants to their country of embarkation, France. It had 
become evident that the policy of sending illegal immigrants - 
to camps in Cyprus, where they qualify for inclusion in the 
legal immigration quota to Palestine, had only served to 
encourage the stream of illegal immigrants which has for 
months been flowing from Eastern Europe via countries with 
a Mediterranean seaboard. It is noteworthy that a large 
part of this stream consists, not of refugees, but of Jews 
who have been cncouraged by the organisers of the traffie ta 
leave their homes in Eastern Europe. The organisers select 
the immigrants with little regard to humanitarian 
considerations. The older people, perhaps with relatives in 
Palestine, who would qualify on those grounds are regularly 
passed over in favour of young men and women and expectant 
mothers (the latter most unsuited tO face the appalling 
eonditions of overcrowding in which they are sent to 
Palestine). Parents are encouraged to send their children 
on the understanding that they are to be legal immigrants, 

A case has just arisen where 4 number of Hungarian parents 
have asked to have back their children from amongst the 
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/PRESIDENT 


‘PRESIDENT WARFIELD party when it arrives in the British 
Zone; they were misled by the organisers of the traffic to 
think that their children were to be admitted on the legal 


quota, — 


De To revert to the events following the return of 
the 4,500 illegal immigrants to France. The British | 
transports were left at Port de Bouc for three weeks in the 
hope that their passengers would accept the French offer of 
hospitality and disembark in France. When it became clear 
that the illegal immigrants would not agree to land and. .- 
that the Prench Government would not constrain them to do_ 
so, it was necessary to find a destination for them under 
British jurisdiction. In the light of the general situation 
in regard to the illegal immigrant traffic which I have 
briefly explained above, His Majesty's Government were quite 
clear that it would be undesirable to send the illegal 
immigrants back to Cyprus, They considered a number of: 
destinations in British Colonial territory but in no case 
was it possible to arrange adequate accommodation at short 


notice for such e lerge number of people. It was therefore 


reluctantly decided to send the illegal immigrants 
temporarily to the British Zone -@m Germany, the only place 
where accommodation could be provided at short notice, and 
to continue to press the French Government to receive them 
back through the British Gone. ~~ 


6. there has been much criticism of the decision to 
send these Jews to Germany, For the reasons I have given 
above, no alternative destination was available. It . 
should be remembered, moreover, that this territory is 
administered by His Majesty's Government and that the © 
“4llegel immigrants will be looked after by the British 
military administration and not by Germans. Moreover, as 
you Will clearly see, there was absolutely no néeda for them 
ee go to Germany at all, They have spent three weeks .- 

aiting off a French port with every facility 


/encouragement 


 :auasafay 
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ba 


encouragement to go aBhore, both from the French and British 
Side, They, and those who inspire them, have chosen instead 
to make a political point of refusing to land, thereby 
causing His Majesty's Government to Send them to a 


m- destination which -is unwelcome to everyone concerned, It 


is, moreover, the hope of His Majesty's Government that 
after their arrival in Hanburg it will be possible for the 
illegal immigrants to pass through Germany into France, 


Bight 
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PORSIGN GFPICH, 
ee be 


4th Septesber, 1947 


(a 777 O/ 48/31) 


ayes VAR ARN CEL \ 
I have received your communication about the deciaion of 
His Majesty's Government to send to the British Zone in 
Germany the Jewish illegal immigrants who had been returned 
to their place of eubarkation, the South of France, and who 
refused to land there. 


Be. At the risk of repeating much thet was included in | 
'. the two official communiqués issued in London on the 2lst 
and 23rd August on this subject, I should like to explain 
priefly the facts of the present case. On the i8th July 
4,854 Jews were intercepted oan board the 8.3. PRESI DENT 
WARPIELD in an attempt to enter Palestine illegally. They 
had left France with forged Colonbian visas of destination, 
in contravention of the International Conventions for the 
Safety of Life at Sea and Load Lines. This ship of under 
2,000 tons was far too small to carry anything Like 4,500 
people in safety, let alone in proper conditions of sanitation. 
The French authorities had instructed the ship not to leave, 
but she cut her hawsers. ~ 


Se The case of the PRESI DENT WARFIELD represented a 
particularly flagrant example of the activities of those 
responsible for organising the Jewish illegal iamigration 
traffic. AS you Will be aware, His Majesty's Government and 
the Government of Palestine have for some time been gravely 
embarrassed in their exercise of the Palestine Mandate and in 
the maintenance of peace and internal security in Palestine 
by this Jewish illegal immigrant traffic. They are bound te 
enforce the present immigration quota of 1,500 a month for 


/dJeus 
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Maurice Edelman, 8sq., M.P. 


Jews and they would have no justification, in the present 
interim period before the United Nations make a 
recommendation regarding the future of Palestine, for 
altering this quote. Ismigration policy is of cardinal 
4mportance to the Palestine problem and all concerned should 
await the deeieion of the United Natione in this regard. 
Nevertheless, the organisers of the 4llegal immigrant 
treffic are at present trying to exceed the quote with the 
object of upsetting the balance of population in the 
country, end ere thereby aggravating an already tense and 
delicate situation which hes led to bloodshed between Arabs 


and Jews. 


4. In view of the exceptional size of the PRECTDE: 
WARPIELD's contingent and of the illicit manner in which 
they left France, His Majesty's Government had no 
alternative but to arrange for the return of the {liegal 
immigrants to their country of embarkation, France, It haa 
pecome evident that the policy of sending illegal iomigrantse 
to camps in Cyprus, where they qualify for inclusion in the 
legal immigration quote to Palestine, had only served to 
encourage the stream of illegal immigrants which has for 
months been flowing from Lastern Europe vie countries with 
e Mediterranean seaboard. It is noteworthy that e large 
part of this stream consists, not of refugees, but of Jews 
who have been encouraged by the organisers of the traffic to 
leave their homes in Hastern Lurope. The orgenisers select 
the immigrants with little regard to humanitarian 
considerations. The older people, perhaps with relatives in 
Palestine, who would qualify on those crounds ere regularly 
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/papeed 


passed over in favour of young men and women and expectant 
‘mothers {the latter most unsuited to face the appalling 
conditions of overcrowding in which they are sent to 
Palestine). Parents are encouraged to send their children 
on the understanding that they are to be legal inmnigrants. 
A case has just arisen where a number of Hungarian parents 
have asked to have back their children from amongst the 
PRESIDENT WARFPIELD party when it arrives in the British 
Zone; they were misled by the organisers of the traffic to 
think that their children were to be admitted on the legal 


quota. 


aQuasafay 


5. Te revert to the events following the return of 
the 4,500 illegal immigrants to France, The British | 
transports were left at Fort de Bouc for three weeks in the 
hope that their passengers would accept the French offer of 
hospitality and disembark in France. When it became clear 
that the illegal immigrants would not agrees te land and 
that the Prench Government would not constrain them .to do 
so, it was necessary to find a destination for them under 
British jurisdiction. In the light of the general situation 
in regard to the illegal immigrant treffic which I have 
briefly explained above, His Majesty's Government were quite 
clear that it would be undesirable to send the illegal 
immigrants back to Cyprus, They considered a number of 
éestinations in British Colonial territory but in no case 
was it possible to arrange adequate accommodation at short 
notice for such a large number of people. it was therefore 
reluctantly decided to send the illegal immigrants 
temporarily to the British <one in Germany, the only place 
where accommodation could be provided at short notice, and 
to continue to press the French Government to receive them 


back through the British zone. 
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6, There has been much criticism of the décision to 
send these Jews to Germany. For ‘the reasons ] have given 


above, no alternative destination was available. it 
should beo remembered, moreover, thet this territory is 
administered by His Majesty's Government and that the 
{llegel immigrants willbe laoked after by the British 
military administration and not by Germans. Moreover, as 
you will clearly see, there was absolutely no need for the 
to go to Germany at all. They heve spent three weeks 
waiting off a French port with every facility and 
encouragement to go ashore, both from the French and 
British side. They, and these who inspire them, have 
echoper instead to make a political point of refusing to 
land, thereby causing His Hajesty's Government to send 
them to a destination which is unwelcome to everyone 
concerned, It is, moreover, the hope of His Majesty's 
Government that after their arrival in Hamburg ‘it will be 
possible for the illegal immigrants to pess through German 
into France. | | . 7 
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Code R. DEPARTMENTAL NOS AUG 
FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICR. 


His Majesty's Consul General, 
oe 150: . | D 7-03 Deme 22nd August, 1947. 


92nd August, 1947. R. 1.40 a.m 25rd August, 1947. 


TMMEDIATR, 
RESTRICTED, 
Tllegal Jewish Tnmigr ation. 


Your telegram 118, — ‘— 


International Red Cross Doctors hold no visas for 
Gibraltar or for British zone of Germany, Please ask 
euthorities concerned to permit them to land. Their 
names are (A) Roland Marti (B) ifichel ifathey-Doret 
(C) Erwin wildi. 


—e 


2. Please take similar action as toeards Gibraltar 
for Reuters Agent whom you have authorised to sail with 
convoye His name is Harold Boyd France holding United 
States passport number 5812 issued in Paris January 16th, 
1947. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


* g6054 FROM HE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


in Clair 
TO GIBRAL TAR (Lt. Gen, Sir Ke Anderson) 
Sent 25rd August, 197. te 00 brs. 


rry? ae ve : 
IMPORTANT | ar 22 K a jp. | INDEXED | 


No. 221 | 
PRESIDENT WARFTELD. 


Three International Red Cross doctors and one 
Reuter correspondent are on board transports and request 
permission to lend while ships are at Gibraltar. 
Grateful. if you would give faciiities, Hames arei~ 


Reland Marti. 

Michel Mathey~Doret ). Swiss 
Brewin Wilds 3 

Harold Boyd France (U.8.Passport 5842) 
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En Clair GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM STOCKHOLM TO FOREIGH OFFICE 
ir, Jerren 


No, 595 D. 7.12 Dette 22nd August, 1947 


22nd August. 1947 R. 9.20 pem. 22nd August, 1947 


88888 


Reactjon in the Swedish press te His Majesty's 
Government's decision about the Jewish illegal  .- 
immigrants.at Port de Bouc has been factual and non= 
sensational. So far there has been neo comment 
editorially. Thanks te the adequate warning givens 
the Informatien Depar tuent was able te prepare in 
advence s careful translatien ef the Fereign Office 
statement and this was circulated te the press and 
news agencies with satisfacto results. The four 
leading morning papers today give the British 

case word fer werd frem our translation and twe ef 
trem Dagens mypotee Liberal) and Svenska Dagbladet 
(Conservative) print the statement almost in full. 


_ In addition, the statement was distributed by 
mail 40 four hundred prominent persenalities whe 
regularly receive material fren the Information 
Departnent. 
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Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
' S. We a 


76021/4,7 
SECRET 
My dear Beith, 


You will remember mentioning ae a aa 
meeting of the Illegal Immigration Committee a 
report from the "Manchester Guardian" correspondent 
datelined Jerusalem July 27th in which a full account. 
was given of the reasonsfor not sending the illegal 
immigrants from BRUNA and LUCIANO. 


s9duasafay 


We have now heard from the High Commissioner 
that information given out in Jerusalem by the 
Public Information Officer was confined to the 
statement that, though standing firmly by the right 
refoulement, which would be carried out in suitable 
cases, Government declines on security grounds to 
give its reasons for the disposal of illegal 
immigrants in particular cases. 


The High Commissioner is satisfied that the 
very few officers of Palestine Government who were 
aware ofthe circumstances did not enter into 
discussions of the reasons why the immigrants from 
BRUNA and LUCIANO were not sent back when they came. 
Even before it was known that the immigrants were to 
be sent to Cyprus there was locally a spate of 
discussion, speculation and conjecture, in the 
course of which virtually every possibility must have 
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BEITH, ESQ. 


| RECEIVED IN C.B. 
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SENT 19 DEPT. 


eg 


been touched on. The High Commissioner 
therefore feels that the account given by the - 
‘Manchester Guardian" was in all probability 
nothing more than intelligent deduction. 


saQuasafay 


I am sending a copy of this letter to 
Evershed. 


Yours ever, 


Pe 


(J. Higham) 
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i 2 hein 
Caistor St. Edmund, fe 
Norwich. 


Reverend T. P. Backhouse, « ¢ a. acornl } _ 
REE: | ** cpme tt SSE 


Director of Religious Education : 
for the Diocese of Norwich, 


Tei: FRAMINGHAM EARL 254. FE 7732 | August 18th. 1947 


“4 


Dear Major Mayhew, 


ne The Jewish Legion, 21. Hyde Park St. 
London, W.2, is circulating a pamphlet entitled "Destination 
Unknown" and a copy has been sent to mé. I assume that 
this is being sent to Clergy generally, and to others as well. 
It contains the most vicious and the most unfair attack on 
the British Navy that I have ever read. The pamphlet pretends . 
to make out that a ship load of innocent Jews was on its way 
to Palestine, and without any provocation was attacked by a 
British Destroyer. First of all Gas Bombs and Gas Mortars 
were used, and in particular these were specially directed 
at the babies who were sheltering in a Mess room. After this 
Marines boarded the ship and again without any provocation 
started to shoot down the Jews on the Deck. So this article 
reads. 


It is significant that the Printers 
of this are Odhams (Watford) Ltd., who may well be described 
as the official Sotialist Printers, in that they publish 
the "Daily Herald" etc., 


I am sure that you personally would 
completely condemn such horrible anti-British propaganda 
and I trust that you will take the matter up at the highest 
level. First of all would you please see if a prosecution is 
possible against The Jewish Legion, and Odhams Press, and 
secondly would you please enquire as to how respectable journals 
are curtailed in their paper supply, and paper is provided 
by the authorities to enable Odhams to print anti-British 
propaganda. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Ventilation had been installed, but in the eastern Mediterranean the sun is strong and 
Cie Poon) wis ect asile for women te wash, tut 


mclittons offen became anbedral 
CH eae ce cae? 


Pie hak te ene tor tA WO DeECAlINe GMI sty ik ada 


(his 1s tne joe of 4 voyage that has mot ended. its traveliers still 


D t ST ; N AT : O N walt if the camps Of C varus for their journey s cng. {€ is also 
an incident in a dfama, the maior acts of which are being fought 

out in Palestine and argued by the United Nations considering 

Britains unmappy mandate. [he actors are net only statesmen, 


soldiers, and gunmen, [ney are also the wails and strays 
4 Belsen and Auschwitz, the latest chapter in whose dark 
[ragecy tnese pictures and story tell [LLUSIRATED records 


thom, MOt tO awaken Sympathy or arouse resentment, bur as 
i unvarnished report which should be made widely known 
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DESTINATION UNKNOWN -—continued \ + | ILLUSTRATED —May 24, 1947 


Decks were crowded when Theodor Herz! was outside territorial 
waters and in no danger of interceptidn. It:was good to be in 
the sunshine and the breezes and away from the hot, stuffy holds 


a a 


12 shadows were lengthening in the little town 
“somewhere in Europe” when the telephone 
bell rang in my hotel room. “ This is it,’’ said the 
voice for which I had been waiting a week. It was 
the voice of my liaison with Haganah, the Palestine 
Jewish defence organization. 

“If you can be at ‘X’ by eight tomorrow 
evening, you can be fixed up. Here’s the phone 
number you ring when you get there. They'll know 
all about you. I hope you can make it. 
Have a good trip.’’ It was late afternoon 
next day when I reached the airport at 
“X.’’ I called the number I had been 
given. “Come right over,’’ said a voice 
in broken English. “Here’s the address. 
Give a V tap on the door when you’ve 
rung. Be here in a quarter of an hour.’’ 

I took a taxi and drove over; rapped 
the prescribed number of knocks, and the 
door was opened by a young man, who 
led me through several corridors until we 
reached an office. My hand was grasped 
and shaken by a tall, fair-skinned, blue- 
eyed Haganah officer, who greeted me 
with the Hebrew salutation, “Shalom” 
(“Peace”). 

“The ship,’’ he came sharply to the 
point, “is at present lying off ‘ A,’ about 
two hundred miles away. She should sail 
some time tomorrow. At nine tonight the first 
convoy of refugees will leave to join her. All will 
be on the move by midnight. We're using eighty 
heavy lorries for transport. Travel with the first 
convoy. You ought to know that this trip won't 
be a picnic. Shalom!’’ | 

At nine o'clock my guide was waiting for me 
with a taxi. We drove off to a nearby house, where 
we found a group of three hundred refugees seated 
on their rucksacks, waiting for the signal to file 
into the trucks which were parked with lights off. 

In the porch the group leader was standing, 
directing the beam of a pencil torch on a sheaf 
of papers checking the names of his travellers. 
‘“ We’re moving off in a few minutes,’’ he told them. 
“It will be an all-night drive. You may smoke if 
you wish. None is to leave the truck until ordered. 
Make as little noise as possible. Mount.’’ 

Each driver had been given a route card and told 
he would be given fresh instructions at the next 
stop. None knew the final destination. At 
intervals during the drive, a figure would emerge 
from the shadows and wave a lamp for the truck 
to stop. He would whisper a word to the man in 
charge of the truck and thrust the next part of the 


Decks Were Emptied when the Haganah ship came nearer to 
land. Only a few passengers and some of crew kept a look-out 
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Branded by Nazis with concentration camp 
number, this arm wants to shape a future 


Only Document the refugees carried was 
ticket giving letter and number of bunk 


THE JOURNEY OF THE 
“THEODOR HERZL" 


by MAURICE PEARLMAN 


Eighty Lorries took refugees to their ship from ‘‘Rendezvous X.’’ They travelled 
through the night, drivers being handed destination route as they went along 


route card in the driver’s hand. This went on all 
night until we reached the final rendezvous point. 

The harbour was small. Our ship was just being 
brought alongside. Each of us had two tickets, one 
with our name and group number, the other with 
the number of our berth. As each group embarked 
it was quickly swallowed up by the holds, in which 
“beds” had been constructed. 

By late afternoon, all 2,640 passengers were on 
board, and half an hour later we pulled away. As the 
Haganah ship, Theodor Herzl, steamed out, every- 
one on deck stood to attention and sang with vigour 
the verses of “ Hatikvah ”’—the Jewish song of hope. 


First Day 


My Haganah host warned me that this trip would 
be no picnic. It isn’t. The Theodor Herzl is a 
forty-year-old, 3,o00-ton, single-funnelled, cable- 
laying steamship that rides the water well. She is 
278 feet long and 36 feet wide. Her deep, 
capacious holds have been fitted with four-tiered 
wooden boards to serve as beds, which mean a 
tight squeeze. There is electric light and ventilation. 

We get three “ meals” and a ration of one quart 


Overcrowding brought many cases of fainting and illness. The 
small medical staff worked day and night to succour the sick 


of fresh water a day. For breakfast we get just 
over half a pint of hot tea, one and a half large 
ship’s biscuits, cheese and jam; a plate of hot stew 
for lunch; and another hot plate of stew, or, on 
occasions, hard tack, in the evening. 


Second Day 


There is a certain amount of sickness. Among our 
passengers are seventeen young nursing 
mothers with babies only a few weeks 
old. Haganah was loath to take them. 
But they insisted. They had been wait- 
ing too long in Europe, they said, and 
they wanted their babies __ itart breath- 
ing freedom as soon as pussible. There 
are also a number of pregnant women. 

Among the rest of the passengers, 
nearly all of whom are concentration 
camp survivors, are some whose bodies 
have not yet mended. The sick bay is 
crowded, and our two doctors, seventeen 
nurses and three pharmacists — all 
qualified, all themselves refugees — are 
practically dropping. 


Third Day 


The older doctor, a fifty-two years old 

Hungarian Jew, who already has two sons in 

the detention camp on Cyprus, was relaxed and 
smiling when I saw him today. 

“I've got half my beds empty again,’’ he said. 

“If this weather keeps up, we should get along 
quite nicely.’’ It is keeping up. 


Fourth Day 


Two-thirds of our passengers are young boys and 
girls between the ages of sixteen and twenty-four. 
Most of the rest are under thirty-five. There are 
a few older ones and a few infants. Every single 
refugee has lost at least one immediate member of 
the family, a mother, a father, a brother, a sister, 
a child. Most are the sole survivors of their family. 

Pretty, eighteen-year-old Georgina has_ been 
waiting a year to get to Palestine. The concentra- 
tion camp number tattooed on her forearm goes ill 
with her bright-red jumper and her long, smooth 
fingers. She has nothing left in Europe. Her 
mother was gassed at Auschwitz. Her father, who 
escaped and joined the partisans, fell into German 
hands a month before war ended and he was shot. 

Rachel Ziporah, with thick chestnut hair, 
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~ $hip’s Creche in the lee of main-deck 
-.cabins gives little room for mothers 


Morning Toilet with drops of water 
saved from a daily drinking ration 


dancing eyes and dimpled cheeks, is an attractive 
twenty-one year old from a Pohsh village near the 
prewar Russo-Polish border. She sings like an anyel. 
J] know, for I hear her each night. 

Her Auschwitz concentration camp number, 
which she will bear for the rest of her life, 1s 67774. 
It was at Auschwitz that her mother and two sisters 
perished in the crematorium. Her young brother, 
aged six, died of a heart attack when the Germans 
came to round up her family. Her father survives. 
He is in a German D.P. camp waiting his turn to 
get into Palestine. 


Fifth Day 


Last night was the Passover. There was no wine 
to drink the traditional “ four goblets,’” and not all 
had unleavened bread. But there was perhaps 
hardly any need for symbols on this voyage. 

“Who knows?’’ a young orthodox Polish Jcw 
observed, as he looked up from his Passover 
Festival prayer book. “Jews in the year 2047 may 
celebrate their Passover with an addendum to the 
story of the Egyptian exodus-—the epic of these 
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Youth At Prayer wears sacred phylacteries on 


forehead and arm. These contain Bible verses 
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Honduran Flag flew first to hide identity. Later 
ship changed name from Guardian to Theodor 


remarkable clandestine voyages to Palestine of 
Europe’s surviving Jewish remnants after the 
twentieth century's second world war.’’ 


Sixth Day 


There is a bearded fiddler on the after deck play- 
ing modern folk songs of Palestine’s pioneers. His 
eyes are bright and full with humour. He seems 
to have forgotten the persecution tattoo mark on his 
arm. He is already living in the future. And the 
crowd of young men and women around him, who 
are singing themselves hoarse, also seem to have put 
tragedy behind them. 


Seventh Day 


As we move eastwards it gets hotter and stuffier 
in the holds. I asked Marya, a twenty-three years 
old ex-partisan girl from Lodz, who had been very 
sick at the beginning of the trip, why she had come 
at all. She regarded me with eyes of fascinated 
surprise. “Look, she said to me, with the 
indulgence one uses with an infant, “we're on this 
ship and [ve felt preity bad. “ist ever tf it lasts 
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YOUNG LOVERS ABOARD FIND LITTLE CHANCE TO BE ALONE, BUT THEY ARE HAPPY 


the whole of the voyage, I know it will end after 
some day and that I can look forward.” 


Eighth Day 


How is the ship run? Mostly the crew are exiles 
from their own country. They are aided by Jewish 
volunteers from Palestine. The officer in charge ts 
a young member of Haganah. He combines tough 
ness with a warm humanity. He is twenty-three, 
and in his hands are the lives of more than 2,500 
people. He is an able commander in addition to 
being an experienced seaman. 

Aiding him are three other members of Haganah. 
One is in charge of ship's stores, food and water. 
One supervises the engines, boilers and electrical 
installations. The third acts as second-in-command 
and general factotum to whom various group 
leaders turn with their problems. 

The “passengers are solit up imto treuty 
“camps. At the head of each is a leader. Each 
camp has a number of sections—it varies from 
three to cight—headed by a section leader. There 
ure forty to fifty neaple in a section. The section 
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leader is responsible for his group’s rations and 
cleanliness. Un addition there are two gangs of 
volunteers, sixty strong, who clean the decks and 
act as sanitary orderlies. Twenty volunteers work 
in the galley, another twenty serve as stokers and 
engine-minders, while ninety work in day and night 
shifts as guards, fire-watchers and look-out men. 


Ninth Day 


We have long settled down to an orderly life. The 
passengers sleep; they sunbathe; they read and chat 
In one of nearly a dozen languages—Hebrew, 
Yiddish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Hungarian, 
French, Dutch, Rumanian. The young folk on deck 
sing and sing and sing. Where they find this energy 
ind this spirit I have not yet been able to fathom. 

It has to be seen to be believed. But hearing it 
one begins to understand how some of them 
managed to survive the concentration camp. 


Tenth Day 


We have just passed Crete. At ten last night a 
varship winked out the morse message A A-— 


AS THEY DREAM OF A NEW LIFE AHEAD IN PALESTINE 


a 


Good-natured queue of jesting women lines up 
with pails for an issue of sea water for washing 


Ship's Surgeon, Ir. Simon Weiss, had hard task 
attending many sick with his limited facilities 


“Who are you?”’ We replied with our name, and 
asked who they were. “ Warship,”’ they replied, 
and went on flashing morse queries about us. 

Our captain got tired of this interrogation and 
shut off our morse lamp. The warship, probably a 
destroyer, pushed off. But the Haganah boys con- 
sider that the authorities have wind of us. 


Zero Hour 


Zero hour was seven o'clock on Sunday evening, 
when we were within sixteen miles of the Palestine 
coast. We had been steaming for thirteen days, 
and shortly before the decks had throbbed to joyous 
shouts as we picked out the first twinkling lights of 
Tel-Aviv. The sea was calm, the dusk air mellow. 

“We may yet make it,’’ everyone twas thinking, 
hoping and praying. And then, suddenly, hopes 
and darkness were shattered by the snapping on of 
a powerful searchlight some miles away. It swept 
the waters. A few moments later another search 
light flashed across the darkness on our port side, 
But we were beyond their range. We steamed on, 
Tel-Aviv came closer. 
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Friend In Need pours a minimum of 
water needed for washing the hands 
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Guitarist accompanies impromptu 
choirs in) Palestine pioneer songs 


A mile nearer, a mile and a half, two miles. “Oh 
fora burst of speed,’’ lamented our Haganah officer 
as we creaked out our five knots. We stood on the 
bridge, eyes fixed on our goal. Another few 
moments and a powerful searchlight brilliantly 
illuminated our prow. 

In no time at all, a destroyer raced across the 
water, holding us all the time. The destroyer 
halted a few hundred yards away. Her powerful 
light swept our decks and played on our bridge. 
Suddenly the air crackled with the preparatory 
splutter of a loudspeaker. “ This is a British war- 
ship. I want to speak to your leader,’’ cried a very 
Knglish voice from the destroyer K 600. 

"Pull speed ahead, — ordered the Haganah chief. 
We eased towards Palestine. Back came the voice 
from K 600. “You are about to enter territorial 
waters. I must warn you that if you do so it will 
be my duty to board you, arrest you and take you 
to Haifa. I want to speak to your—— 

The last word was cut off, for suddenly, with the 
spontaneity of a forest blaze, the Hatikvah hymn 
surged over the ship, covering the vessel with a 
complete canopy of song. 
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DEST INATION'U 


And so this fantastic procession crept forward, 
the Theodor Herzl filled with singing refugees, the 
British man-o'-war, its Company tense, tight-lpped, 
armed, waiting for the signal to board. While they 
were waiting, the Marines could read the banners 
abeard the ~Theedar Herzl, spothehtcd by the 
searchiignt. “Did vou jomm the Navy te chase 
orphans? and “ The Germans destroyed our fim 
lies and homes; don't you destroy our hopes.’ At 
the very top of our forward mast the blue and 
white flag of Zion, with the Shield of David 
bordered by two bands of bine, fluttered in the 
soft breeze. 

We could see the lights of the city quite plainly. 
We had only to reach out our hands, it seemed, to 
grasp the sand on the Tel Aviv beach. 

We were just about three miles from shore. Sud 
denly IKK 60a bere down. She raced past our star- 
board side, sweeping our decks with powerful jets 
of water. Something like this had been anticipated, 
and babies, sick and pregnant women had heen 
taken below. But children and aged had remained 
ODOC, waging ther fill of the lane they 
destined not to be able to touch for a long time. 

They were drenched, and as the destroyer sped 
by they were taken to the holds. Al the 
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gathered up bottles and boxes of tinned food and 
moved over to the port side, just as K 600 turned, 
waited for us to pass, and then repeated the per- 
formance on our port decks. 

The destroyer continued its sweep, the Marines 
on deck ready to jump and board us. But the 
refugees had not moved. And so the destroyer 
turned and again sped along our starboard side. 
But this time the water attack was accompanied 
by the sudden lobbing of gas bombs in our midst. 

“Above the “swish” of the hoses came “ phtz” of 
the gas mortars which sent out acrid, blinding, 
choking smoke it) seemed impossible to fight. 
[ had moistened my handkerchief, and, apply 
ing it now fo my eves, found |. could hold 
out. When | could see again 1 beheld a deck 
crowded with young men and women, busily 
casting gas bombs overboard as they hit the deck, 
and then returning to the task of flinging bottles 
and tin boxes at the decks of the destroyer, 

Near me stood young boys and girls, spotlighted 
in the searchlight their bodies and their arms poised 
with a bottle calmly wating for the range to 
shorten before casting their missiles, 

A cry on the after deck was cut short by a thud. 
Aaron, 2 incl of twenty-three, who had. heen 
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through a concentration camp, was hit by a gas 
bomb square on tis skull. He fell back. His brains 
spilled over the cross rails of the ship. 

Up in the wheel house and on the bridge, the 
gas bombs dropped in clusters. The man at the 
wheel had a gas mask, and he kept us on our course. 
Back came the destroyer, this time on our port side 
again, bumping our stern, squirting water, lobbing 
gas bombs. 

Twice more K 600 sped past our decks. By now 
our eyes burned and streamed, aur lungs were 
choked by the filthy fumes, our clothes hung upon 
us heavy with water. 

From below came the cries of the babies—gas 
bombs had been tossed into an opening on the 
ship's side which gave on to the mess room in 
which they were sheltering. There were still many 
people on every part of the matin and boat decks 
who stood ready for further action. 

Then came the bump. Under cover of a power 
ful hail of gas bombs and a coprentrated stream of 
water, Ko 600 drew near the after deck on our port 
side and a detachment of Marines jumped aboard. 
They wore white commando-style helmets, blue 
life jackets. Each carried a sten gun and wore a 
revolver; a baton was slung over the shoulder. 
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Anti-tear-Gas Goggles wer 


was seized. Lilith Praager wears hers for sun-glasses as she basks in Mediterranean sun 


Wounded Girl of nineteen, survivor of infamous Belsen, lies in an improvised sick-bay. 
Bullets from boarding-party’s guns pierced legs. Twenty-seven were wounded ; three died 


Some of the Marines moved across to the port 
side and began firing with their stens. We still 
thought this was all part of the nerye-scaring game, 
when one of the refugees fell. It was Peter Weiss, 
a twenty-four years old Jew from Budapest, who 
had already found distinction as an agricultural 
engineer. Others were falling with bullet wounds 
in the leg, the arm, the shoulder, the belly. We 
knew only that there was firing and that we were 
suffering casualties. 

3y 11 p.m. the boarding party was in possession 
of the ship and a tow hawser was tied to our 
forward capstan. Aaron, our first casualty, was 
taken to the sick bay, his leg marked with his name 
and particulars. Then the wounded. Menahem 
Samet came first, ashen, pallid, with a bullet wound 
in the belly from which he was to die three days 
later in a Haifa hospital. His wife stood nearby, 
bitter but dry-eyed, gazing at her suffering 
husband. She would not go away. 

The M.O. from the destroyer came aboard. He 
inspected the wounded and then went to the bridge 
and shouted by megaphone across to K 600: “Can 
you please send across stretchers and stand by to 
take off several with grave gunshot wounds—some 
are likely to die.” 
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Shortly afterwards, the destroyer drew alongside. 
But meanwhile a high wind had risen and the sea 
heaved angrily. The removal of our wounded— 
fifteen were taken off then and twelve more at 
Haifa two days later—was a most precarious opera- 
tion. After a masterpiece of naval dexterity on the 
part of the skipper of K 600, the wounded were 
landed and the destroyer sped off to Haifa. 

Our journey to Haifa took twenty-seven hours. 
The sea was rough. There was no ordered routine 
on board. But at last we were deposited in the bay 
of Haifa and after much trouble with snapping 
hawsers were tugged into the dock. As the Theodor 
Herzl neared the quay, the passengers on deck 
stood to attention and sang the Hatikvah. We were 
moored alongside a dock ringed with barbed wire 
and troops of the Sixth Airborne Division. 

Then came the transfer of refugees to one of the 
“Empire” vessels that was to take them to Cyprus, 
where I revealed myself a few days later as a 
British correspondent. My underground journey 
was now over. But it was not casy to say 
“Shalom” to my fellow passengers of the Haganah 
ship whom I left behind their barbed-wire fence 
on the island. They are still waiting and waiting 
for the end of the long voyage home. 


Defiant In Glare of destrover’s searchlight, group of young partisans who fought Nazis, 
chant hymns of hope as they wait for naval boarding-party to place them under arrest 
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Two Dead Refugees draped in Jewish flag are about to be carried by comrades to quay- a; 
side at Haifa where refugees stayed few hours before being sent on to camp in Cyprus 1 ag 


British Soldiers of the Sixth Airborne Division try to 
console two boys whose mothers were wounded in fight 
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Foreign Office, S.jiW.1. 
September 2nd, 197. 


Dear Sir, 


Before he went on leave Mr. eayhew asked me to 
reply to your letter of the loth aveust, suggesting 
that those vesoonsible for issuing the pamphlet 
"Deatination Unknown", which you received from the 
Jewish Legion, should be prosecuted. 


When the article reproduced in this pamphlet 
first appeared in the "I}Jlustrated” of 2th May, 
it wus brought to the notice of the competent 
Departments, but it wes found thet there were not 
sufficient grounus for u prosecution. There is not, 
of course, any censorship of the press in this 
country, nor are the Government prepared to use paper 
rationing as e methou of censorship. 


Paper is allocated to publishers on the basis 
of what they used before paper rationing was necessary. 
As regards educational books, the Board of Trade huve 
taken considerable measures to improve the supply. 
The main publishers, who get about dO. of what they 
used previously, are compelled to use 25). for publishing 
educational books, and of the remaining 75, they 
are compelled to use the same provortion also for 
educational books as they used before. In addition 
there is a fairly large pool of paper which is issued 
on the advice of a comsittee for publishing books of 
cultural, scientific end educational interest which 
would not otherwise get published. 
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Yours faithfully, 
( Sect) ry, Jos . 


Rev. T. P. Backhouse, Private Secretary. 
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[Theis telegram 1s ef particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and nat passed en] 
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FROM PARTS -TO FORBIGH OFFIC! 


(frea United Kingdem Delegation to Burepeai 
Recenstructien Cenference) 
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Mr. Duff Coeper D: 6,46 Dele 25rd August,1947. 
Ne. 836 
Sra lugust, 1947. R: 7.40 Dem 25rd August, 1947, 


Repeated te: Jerusalem 
Margeilles 
Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean 
Berlin 
Lubbecke 
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Fereign Office please pass to Berlin, Lubbecke, 
Jerusalem and Cemmander-in-Chief Mediterranean as 
my telegrams 124,21, 35 and unnuabered respectively. 


Yeur telegram Ne.1895; Jewish Illegal Immigration. 

French Government were requested accerdingly teday 
te adait President Warfield Jews by train via British zone of 
Germany. 


2, Matter will be eosnsidered by Council of ifinisters 
en 27th August. | 
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[Repeated te Berlin] 

{Cepies sent te Nerfelk Heuse fer repititien 

te Lubbecke, Celenial Office fer Jerusalem ' 
and Admiralty fer Cemmander-in-Chief Mediterranean] — 
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HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome presents his compliments 
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 


transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


British Embassy, 
Rome, ith August » 1947. 


Reference to previous despatch : 
From Foreign Office : 


To 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | | Subject. 


Copy of Aide Memoire No. Jewish illegal imiigrants. 
369/18/47 to Ministry of 
-Forelgn Affairs. 
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4G 3569/1: S/he 


Sonfisential. 


Aide Memoiree 


s 


reference to previous correspondence between the Bmbassy and 
finistr respecting the illeral entry of Jews across the northern 
» between Austria and e the Latest information which has 
reached the Embassy fron both sides of the frontier shows that tnere 
been a large increase in the number of persons who have 


t.4 
poe 
e 
s 

his 


recently b 

succeeded, in entering Ivaly el eatinely, Tt is reported, Tor exame 

that on 5th Ausust a large number of Jews succee eded in entering Ttaly 

2 the “ezia Fass from the french Zone of Austria, and that at about the 
time some 1,000 illeval en vrantes succeeded in crossing by the “auri 
fron the United States Zones of Austria, ‘Cf these it appears that 
sone 175 were caucht by the Italian frontier 

returned to Austria. 


Ze Tt seems obvious that a detcrmined and concerted attemst is 
being made to pass the maximum number of Jews illegally into Italy 
across the Austrian frontier during the closing we eks of the summer and 
before the snows impede traffic across the high mountain passese In 
view of the repeated staterents by the Hinistry, in co orresnondence vith 
about the intention of the Ttalian Governnent to intensify the 
vieilance of the Police control on the northern frontier, the 
Grbassy exeresses the earnest nope that ete pees aetion viill be taken 
pid aseaney| to wut a stop to these mass move ents, which can othervise 
- result in ®urther atternts at illecal eee Inuo: Aree vinie 


coast, with the vellinowm tntexnntional complications. 


WAG Re 


auasafay 


Lie 2 ba 7an 
on conn: oa Say be SS eser or sy. tae Mmbassy woull asiain « 
tention to the existence om a so-called. welPare camp maintained 
ie ree son Joint 2istribution Jompamny at Sasere it > Yalle Aurina 


the Tauri Pass tt was understood that this Jevish camp 


wwe 


seals _ 
est sched with the consent of the Frefect of Salam However, there 
a. sae ep oLon that this camp in fact acts a reception station for 
.e traffic illeval entrants and “hat these nas “orward by road Prom 
camp to the Willan area. The £mbassy susgezest, therefore, that an 
urgent investisation should be made into tne activities at this camp and 
that the necessary action should be taken by the Italian elce authorities 


to ~ut an end to such abuses, if establis shed. 
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eit, 325/196/ UT 0 Z 


HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome presents his compliments 
~ to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 


transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


British Embassy, 


Rome, 9th august» 194 7- 


Reference to previous despatch : 


From | 
To Foreign Office: peference Rome Pele 234 of 1-th June. 


Name and Date. ~ Subject. 


i 


Description of Enclosure. 


Copy of letter from Signor Ls 
Soppi dated 19th July to Ward. Tllegal Jewish immigration, 
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Daag Minty 


with , reference to your letter of 50% May: last, 


ore enclose | a list of measures, taken by. the competent Ttalian 


! 


euthorities against ships suspected of clandestine Jewish traftio, rhe 


Tr consider, that vat has been: done represents. an 
important contribution towards > the satisfaction, as far as possible, 


of the: British Government! s reques t. 


It seems clear I agree: that the Hachsharoths situated 


‘ 


on or, near the coast. play a considerable part. in ass isti ing dlaniesting 


departures. We shall try to Locate them and require | their transfer 
elsewhere. 


_ Pleaseaacep, etc. , 


(Signed). Zoppi. 
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PRAT ST ANTON, 
SUCRET, 


3 adonted Dy the commetent Italian | authorities 


List or measures Sen aeotre tmp encore 
eae an suspected of clandestine Jewish traffic. 


in resard to. Tee 


1. "Close scrutiny of | 


Steps will be taken to scrutinise the papers of 


e 


ship pane any flac 
ur 


othee than ehins or such national Lui as are entitled 1 ae er Article 10 
the Navigation Gode to avail themselves of the right (a reciprocal : icht) 
of consigning cheir PApPErsS to their om Consulates, vather than tO anne 


authorities. . It is believed that it will be difficult 63 the > serubany 
naper to ascer tein the shins' “intention”, var! rly as any 
ey #0 DAL atot-e in tlie val traffic will ensure tha ae Agounchts 
ar cee é : ‘ ; 


2an2 


"Berination of travel | Zocuments _ of ony onesengers' 
"40 Italian Public ecurLty guthoritices will ensure that any 
devarting passengers are ecuimped vith in nternationally valid documents , 
by which it is possible to establish their personal identity. 


aduasafay 


nat master and crew have proper cualifications 


on all shins 


Orders hat en glk 
Pyne cnen 2k) aan! [ resnonsibility for exercisin= such els OL 
x) 


over the cress of dips. fPoreicn flags is that ot 
the country concermmed. 


de tgafety of life + seas strict inspection of vessel as provided 
in Inter sna tional Gormrention for “atety of Life at. 2ea. (1929) and. 


Fnternational Sonvention res5ce cting load lines the necessary — 


orders have been civen to tne onapetent maritime eat a ties for the 
observance of the International - Sonventions in cueution. 


ere ant 
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tmanitary inspection siecle ao 
tt 


a Nee that such control should be exercised over 
Italian shins during any time that they are in port. As vesards foreign 
Boe such control cannot be exercised com-ulsorily, unless it can be 
ai that the general state of ' cleanliness of the shin and the crev 
ips 


ch to create lesitimate concern to the Public Health authorities, 


There is already 


6. “ound to have 


cmbaried aye! “contra: rn ae oe Tawi 


n re the wort authorities to ruarantee the 
i le of life at sea, in preventing the 
reater than permissible for any 

as already mentioned in narazraph 2 

in contravention of 


Tnstructions have ween m1VE 
ssemrance of remiulations f 
rration of a number of passencer 
snipe The police rene: ele 
yall in. their turn prevent the embarxation of passengers 


Ttalion law. 


7. "Denial of focilities for oll or eos) bunlering + 


Instructions have been 4ssued that in the case of suspect provisions of 
fuel will be limited to the ~iniman required to enable the ship to reach 
the nearest port mentioned. on its route. Te amount of fucl already 


available in the ship will be pan snto account in making such provision. 


8. 


ae "ancellation of registration of any Italian flas 
involved in this traffic. 

Where ships flying the Italian flag are ascertained to be involved in 
clandestine traffic, the port authorities will within the limits of Italian 
law denounce the ship to the competent judicial authorities, with a view — 
to their exercising the sanctions in cuestion, 


9. "Pull police control of areas knovm to be, or suspected of being, 
used for illeral embarkation, ” 

The land and maritime rolice have been instructed to intensify the 
surveillance of areas suspected of being in use Yor illegal embarkation. 


10.6 "Arrest of vehicles irrespective of actual or anvarent omnership 
found to be transnorting sersons for illegal embarxation, — 


The police authorities have already given instructions for the 
sequestration of all vehicles found flagrantly transporting persons 
who have entered Italy illegally or of persons whom there is reason to 
suspect are trying to embar': illesally. The Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Foreien Affairs has informed Mr. Keeny that all 
vehicles of the I.%0. are recuired to halt at the recvest of the rolice 
authorities for the necessary control and investi-ation. 7 
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Next Paper 


BE AUG 1947 


| | | 49th August, 1947. 
No. 286. | : 
(6470/46/17) 


Sir, | ay | eC C 

| With reference to your telegram No. 392 of 14th 
August regarding the prevention of illegal J salah san eration 
into Palestine , I have the honour to report that the Colombian 
Chargé a'Affaires has not so far received any request for 
cotome registry for the 3.S. "San Eusebio". : 

2. I have explained the general situation to him, given 
him full particulars of the "San Eusebio" and asked him to let 
“me know as soon as any attempt is made to obtain Colombian 
registry. “He seemed to think that it would be extremely airficult 
for the ship to be registered in Colonibia since the forml demands 
of the Colombian Government were very strict. He suggested, 
however , that the application might aie be made in 


Stockholm, where the Colonbian repre sentavive was new and untrained, 
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and I am therefore sending a copy of this ‘despatch to His Majesty's 


Embassy (No. 29)- 
I have the honour to be, ‘with the highest respect, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P.; 


Foreign office. 


OUTYARD TELEGRAM 


Bee /48/G 

Confidential 

Cypner/OTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO,2 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO COPENHAGEN 

No.093 De 1.50 pete 15th jugust, 1947 


14th August, 1947. 


yo et add 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Jewish illegal immigratione— 


we understand fron a confidential source that master 
of "San Eusebio" nay attempt to obtain Colombian 
registry for his ship. — | 


2. Please endeavour to dissuade your Colombian 
colleague from granting such 4 request, if it has in 
peen made. 
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Next Paper 


1909, 


c 7868 | 
MI 5 _ 


a 
2 ba 
i; 
i C7 GS 


Yesterday afternoon 
I received two deputations about.ourt:deecision to send the 


Por t du Bouc refugees to Germany. The first deputation 
consisted of Mr. Easterman and Dr. Perlzweig of the World Jewish 
Congress and the second consisted of representatives of the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews (Mr. Brotman), the Jewish 
Association and the Chief Rabinnate (Mr. Greenfield). 

At both meetings the discussion took a very similar form. 
The deputations stressed the psychological distress to the 


refugees of returning to Germany, and the very unfavourable effect 


saQuasafay 


action would have on world opinion; and they pressed me very 
strongly to say that at 6 o'clock, when voluntary landing in 
France was no longer possible, we should reconsider our decision 
to send them to Germany and send them “elsewhere” instead. 

In reply I stuck firmly to the point that the refugees were 
in effect choosing to go to Germany since they could land in 
France if they wished - and could still enter France from Germany. 


I could not accept arguments on grounds of humanity since the 
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refugees’ decision to go to Germany rather than land in France showe 
ed that their motives were political. 

Both deputations were embarrassed when I asked them whether 
they thought the refugees should land in France, and evaded 
my suggestions that they should urge the refugees to enter 


France from Germany. 


23rd August, 1947. 
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Minutes. | / 


| - 7268 : 4 ¥ : t) {PMs SS ee 
Eastern Department ee ae ee ees 


Mr. Brotman, the Secretary to the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, telephoned this morning 
enquiring whether he and Delegates of the Anglo- 
Jewish Association and the Chief Rabbinate could 
have an interview with a Minister as soon as 
possible to discuss H.M.G.'s decision to transfer 
to Germany the illegal immigrants aboard the 
transports at Port de Bouc. I informed Mr. 
Brotman that the Secretary of State was absent, 
but that we would let him know as soon as 
possible whether the Parliamentary Under- 
Secretary or Mr. Ivor Thomas could receive the , 


deputation. his leephone hnubey Awol ow 3052 


:aduasafay 
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an /o6 
WALTER COHEN : 254, Gloucester Terrace 
London, "2, 26th August 1947. 


a me a 
wOOT URGENT, Ly 

“SBR ONS Ye tse scoec sb AT Aaa ; ; 

5 5 EF7GI19 | 

The Under-Secretary of State, mw  § SP EP 
i 


Foreign ors 


§ 7 7 z ’ Ea 
? 


| ee aa _ 
He: 3 Ships with 4400 Jews en route to Germany. 


The spirit which prompted me to make certain Suge stions 
to the "ome Office - vide their letter to me No.865,2 710 

of 10.12.1946 ~ in connexion with threatened activities of. 
Jewish terrorists in this country, has also actuated me tod:- 

see this imoraing Mr, seith to discuss the above matter. 

t 1s a question of saving british lives, which are in 
my Opinion at stake as soon as the first Jew iands on German 
soll. It should not be beyond the capacity of the British 
Government to save these precious British lives by finding a 
Jast minute solution to avoid sending these ships to “‘amburg, 

The originators of the plan to send these Jews to Yale- 
stine knew very well that they would not be allowed to disem~ 
bark there but would, as happened before, be diverted to Cy~ 
prus to wait there for their turn to enter Palestine. It_ap- 
pears that these Jews refused to wait for their turn in France 
only because they feared to lose whatever ae treat- 
ment may have been promised to them. The idea of sending them 
now to France yia Germany seems superflnus and all the con- | 
sequences entailing again mur.ier of innocent British soldiers 
in walestine could in my opinion be avoided if the Jews were 
again offered to wait in France with the British guarantee 
\omm-wels C ln t7e guyotva OL At o. 6) NG 

estine as may be granted to the he Jewish 1e 
Other Jews, of course, would then have to wait, but their I 
sacrifice in favour of these 4400 Jews would be an internal 
Jewish affair and nobody could blame the British Government 
to have treated a number of Jews who tried illegal methods to 
enter Palestine with preference at the expense of law-abiding 
Jewish refugees waiting patiently for their turn. 

I hope I have made myself clear. This plan would in my 
view solve the immediate problem to the satisfaction of both 
gides. The end effect would be the same, i.e. these Jews would 
after all land in France, but without touching the soil of 
eeeneny > thus preventing a new series of murder. 

_ , Yhould this fair offer be rejected by the Jews, the 
British Government could not be blamed for the consequences. 
"owever, even then these consequences could be avoided alto- 


gether, if the British Government, in the interest of the 


Se ae 


f- :aouasafay 


D 
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ee. 


centuries-old friendship betwean Britain and Jewry, would 
neva ee their reas to send these ships to Germany. 
ry W | 
if hi 9d no ne pos ibili O I ending Ne we 
reruany ° Since they would not sink the ships, they 
would have to find some other place in the British Empire 
where the Jews could be disembarked, if necessary by force. 
lay therefore the British Government consider oe as non- 
existent in connexion with this particular problem, It is 
not a matter of"scoring points", of being"intimidated" by or 
being "stronger" than the Jews etc.: ~ it is a matter of 
saving British lives. 

The se ne could be sent to this country &{ or Canada, 
where British Jews would no doubt be willing to house them 
until their turn would have come for entry into Palestine. 
and until some of them would have decided to remain in 2Bri- 
tain &/or Vanada, in accordance with the promises made in 
recent publications. I am also sure that all 4400 Jews or 
some of them would be allowed by President Truman to disem- 
bark in America to await their turn for Palestine, should 
they prefer to wait in America instead of in-France. 


These, then, are my sub ott ORs and I fervently hope 


that they will essist you to find a solution which exeludes 
the a a es sending these unfortunate people to Germany. 
1 


I am, Sir, 
ours respoctfully, 


D.5. lly reference in this country is: 
Major-General 3.V.T.Wakely, Prampton Bryan, Bucknell, 
Shropshire. 
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RESTRICTED 


Sir, 


I am directed by re mors a 
Bevin tc soknowledgs the receipt 
of your letter of Aug 266h 


regarding the impen: 
of the Jowlah 41]egal 


B- :2ouasafay 


innd grants 
from the “President werrieia" in 
the British zone of Germany, the 
contents of which have beon 
earefully noted. 


I am 
sir, | 
Your obedient nan 


Sq \ I Ry ee eA LTE y 


ord 
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Walter Das pe 


254, cecepaie Terrace, 


